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Prologue	
 
 
Our	story	is	of	a	small	village	clustered	round	a	hollow	in	what	passes	
for	high	ground	in	Cambridgeshire.		Folk	have	lived	here	for	at	least	a	
thousand	years,	the	same	land	has	been	cultivated	to	produce	largely	
the	same	crops,	and	for	all	those	years	the	dead	have	been	buried	in	
the	same	churchyard.		It	has	produced	no	famous	sons	or	daughters,	no	
well	known	names,	and	it	has	seen	many	changes	-	new	houses,	new	
people,	far	more	mobility,	with	the	majority	of	inhabitants	working	
outside	the	village	-	but	still	there	is	a	sense	of	the	past	and	a	feeling	of	
continuity.		This,	then,	is	the	village	of	Graveley.	
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Ancient	Times	
	
Graveley	is	close	by	the	lines	of	prehistoric	tracks	and	Roman	
roads.		The	Icknield	Way,	that	great	pre-Roman	track,	lies	about	
two	miles	to	the	east,	as	did	several	other	ancient	paths,	but	it	is	
thought	unlikely	that	there	was	a	settlement	at	Graveley	-	just	
travellers	passing	through	the	area	on	the	tracks	through	the	
forest.		There	were	three	Roman	roads	nearby	which	met	to	
cross	the	river	at	Godmanchester:	Ermine	Street,	from	London	to	
Lincoln,	on	the	line	of	what	is	now	the	A1198;	the	Via	Devana,	
which	followed	more	or	less	the	line	of	the	present	A14	from	
Godmanchester	to	Cambridge	and	then	straight	to	Colchester;	
and	an	unnamed	way	from	Godmanchester	to	Sandy	which	is	
now	a	bridle	path	from	Godmanchester	up	to	the	old	airfield	
buildings	on	the	north	side	of	the	Offord	Road	at	Graveley.		Until	
the	Second	World	War	this	last	way	continued	over	the	fields	to	
Toseland	and	beyond	but	it	was	swallowed	up	in	the	airfield	and,	
as	was	commonplace	throughout	the	country,	was	not	reinstated	
when	the	land	returned	to	agricultural	use	after	the	war.	
	
With	the	collapse	of	the	Roman	Empire	and	the	gradual	decay	of	
Roman	civilisation	in	Britain,	heavy	land	such	as	that	at	Graveley	
was	for	a	time	deserted	and	reverted	to	thorns	and	brambles	
and	tangled	woodland.		The	early	Angle	and	Saxon	invaders,	
having	settled	first	near	the	coast,	gradually	made	their	way	up	
the	river	valleys	and	only	turned	to	the	less	easily	cultivated	land	
when	the	rest	had	been	claimed.		They	travelled	up	the	Ouse	to	
reach	Slepe	(St.	Ives)	by	the	sixth	century	but	the	Saxon	name	of	
Greaflea	-	where	‘Greaf’	meant	a	trench	or	grave	and	‘lea’	
denoted	a	field	made	by	clearing	-	suggests	that	Graveley	was	
probably	settled	by	them	in	the	eighth	century.		Then,	in	875,	
Cambridge	became	the	headquarters	of	the	Viking	kingdom	of	
Guthrum	within	the	Danelaw,	so	for	a	time	Graveley	must	have	
been	under	Viking	rule	but	there	is	no	evidence	that	the	village	
was	affected	in	any	way.	
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At	the	turn	of	the	10th	Century,	Edward	the	Elder,	son	of	Alfred	
the	Great,	fought	and	overcame	the	Danes	over	a	period of	
some	ten	years	and	when,	in	917,	he	stormed	Tempsford	and	
King	Guthrum	was	killed,	the	Danish	leaders	in	East	Anglia	
submitted	to	him	and	Saxon	rule	returned	to	the	area.		During	
the	subsequent	peaceful	and	brilliant	rule	of	King	Edgar,	the	
great-grandson	of	Alfred,	the	administration	of	the	kingdom	was	
for	the	first	time	organised	nationally.		The	country	was	divided	
into	shires	and	the	shires	into	hundreds,	each	of	which	usually	
contained	ten	villages.		The	Hundred	Court	met	every	four	weeks	
under	the	sheriff	of	the	shire,	or	his	deputy,	and dealt	with	taxes,	
law	and	order	and	military	service;	and	as	the	sheriff	was	the	
King’s	representative	it	was	a	way	of	exercising	royal	control	
over	the	whole	country.		Graveley	was	in	the	Papworth	Hundred,	
together	with	Fen	Drayton,	Willingham,	Elsworth,	Boxworth,	
Knapwell,	Over,	Swavesey,	Conington	and	Papworth	itself	–	and	
the	fact	that	it	has	been	linked	with	those	villages	from	Saxon	
times	may	explain	why	it	has	always	been	in	Cambridgeshire,	
though	so	near	Huntingdon. 
	
The	first	written	evidence	concerning	the	village	is	from	the	10th	
Century,	when	a	document	of	Ramsey	Abbey	shows	that	one	Ethelstan	
Manessone	and	Leofgiva	his	wife	gave	five	manors	-	Chatteris,	Clopton,	
Waresley,	Elsworth	and	Graveley	-	to	the	Abbey.		No	more	is	known	
about	Ethelstan	nor	how	and	when	he	came	into	possession	of	
Graveley	or	if	he	ever	lived	there,	but	he	died	in	986	and	was	buried	in	
the	Abbey.	His	widow	disputed	the	gift	of	land	but	finally	his	grandson,	
Leofwhine,	confirmed	the	gift	of	Graveley,	Yelling,	two	other	manors	
and	a	cross;	and	so	it	was	that	Graveley	belonged	to	Ramsey	Abbey	
until	the	dissolution	of	the	monasteries	in	1539.		The	Abbot	took	an	
annual	rent	in	kind	from	the	villagers,	but	there	was	never	a	resident	
Lord	of	the	Manor;	in	some	ways	that	was	a	drawback	as	there	was	no	
one	on	the	spot	to	keep	order,	to	look	after	the	needy	and	to	give	
charitable	donations	to	church	and	village;	on	the	other	hand,	although	
the	Abbey	had	the	reputation	of	being	a	hard	landlord,	the	villagers	
probably	had	more	freedom	and	were	not	subject	to	the	capricious	
rule	of	a	bad	Lord!	
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When	the	Normans	came	in	1066	they	retained	the	Saxon	
system	of	‘hundreds’,	although	it	did	not	entirely	fit	in	
with	their	feudal	system,	and	in	that	great	inventory	of	
the	nation,	the	Domesday	Book,	the	entry	for	Graveley	is:		
	
‘Gravelei,	In	Papworth	Hundred.		The	Abbot	of	Ramsey	
holds	the	Manor	of	Gravelei.		(There	are)	here	5	hides,	
land	for	7	ploughs.		21	hides	in	demesne	and	2	ploughs	
here.		(There	are)	8	villeins	and	8	bordars	with	5	ploughs,	
and	4	serfs.		There	is	wood	for	fences	and	houses.		It	is	
and	was	worth	6	librae.		In	the	time	of	King	Edward,	8	
librae.		This	manor	pertains	and	always	pertained	to	the	
church	of	St	Benedict.’	1	
 
The	Domesday	Book	entry	indicates	that	the	Norman	
Conquest	made	very	little	difference	to	the	village.		The	
king	allowed	Ramsey	Abbey	to	keep	the	Manor	-	though	
no	doubt	with	a	Norman	Abbot	-	and	there	was	a	slight	
drop	in	value,	though	we	do	not	know	why.		Half	of	the	
land	was	the	Lord’s	demesne,	with	all	the	produce	from	
that	going	to	the	Abbey,	and	the	rest	was	used	by	the	
villagers	-	about	300	acres	for	sixteen	families.		They	also	
owned	forty	oxen	between	them	but	there	is	no	mention	

of	meadow	-	and	indeed,	since	the	village	had	to	be	essentially	self-
sufficient	in	earlier	times,	a	shortage	of	meadow	and	pasture	land	has	
been	a	problem	through	the	centuries.	
	
Altogether,	there	were	twenty	men	in	Graveley	in	1086	and,	allowing	
four	to	a	family	on	average,	that	suggests	a	total	population	of	about	
eighty.		In	those	times	the	shape	of	the	village	was	roughly	square,	
bounded	by	the	present	High	Street,	Church	Lane	and	Fieldings	Place,		
and	there	may	have	been	a	wooden	church	on	the	site	of	the	present	
one	in	the	corner	of	the	square.		The	houses	were	so	poor	that	no	trace	

	
1A ‘hide’ is approximately 120 acres, with five hides being the unit of taxation. A ‘plough’ means 8 
oxen - the number needed to pull a plough.  ‘Wood for fences and houses’ is a conventional phrase used 
when there was not much woodland - if there had been more the entry would say how many pigs it 
would support - so it would appear that by that time a thorough job had been done of clearing the 
ground.  Libra = £.  St Benedict’s church was Ramsey Abbey	
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of	them	has	remained,	but	excavations	elsewhere	have	given	a	good	
idea	of	what	they	would	have	been	like	-	small,	one	roomed	huts,	made	
of	wood	or	wattle	and	daub	and	thatched	with	grass,	with	a	floor	of	
beaten	earth.		There	would	be	a	fire	in	the	middle	of	the	room,	with	
part	at	least	of	the	smoke	escaping	through	the	thatch,	and	there	would	
be	one	door	and	perhaps	a	hole	for	a	window,	closed	by	a	wooden	
shutter.		And	those	homes	would	have	changed	little	until	the	16th	
century.	
	
	
Early	Agriculture	
	
Agriculture	in	medieval	England	was	based	on	the	system	of	three	
open	fields,	with	no	hedges	or	fences	but	divided	simply	by	paths	or	
grass	balks,	and	with	the	villagers,	including	the	Lord	of	the	Manor,	
having	their	land	in	strips	scattered	through	the	fields.		The	up	and	
down	ploughing	of	the	long	narrow	strips,	with	the	type	of	plough	used	
in	the	Middle	Ages,	threw	the	soil	towards	the	centre	of	the	strip	and	
created	a	characteristic	‘ridge	and	furrow’	pattern	of	undulations.		The	
heavy	clay	soil	at	Graveley	retains	this	pattern	well;	aerial	photography	
shows	it	in	fields	on	all	sides	of	the	village	and	it	can	be	clearly	seen	in	
a	field	at	the	bottom	of	Church	Lane,	where	strips	run	in	different	
directions,	and	also	in	a	field	near	Toseland	Road.	
	
The	three	original	fields	in	Graveley	were	called	Dingle	Field,	which	
was	to	the	north-east	of	the	village,	Knill	Field	to	the	south-east,	and	
West	Field,	which	was	the	smallest	of	the	three.		From	the	12th	century	
onwards	more	clearing	was	done	to	the	north	and	west	and	more	land	
brought	under	cultivation;	the	northern	area	from	the	eastern	
boundary	to	the	Offord	Road	was	called	Debden	Field,	and	the	high	
plateau	further	north	was	called	High	Field.		All	the	clearances	were	
completed	and	the	enlarged	manorial	boundaries	settled	by	1800,	and	
the	extended	boundaries	were	much	as	now	-	with	a	few	minor	
changes	which	occurred	at	the	time	of	the	Enclosures.	
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So	Graveley	finally	had	five	fields,	not	
three,	though	this	was	not	at	all	
unusual;	and	there	was	a	windmill	in	
the	13th	and	14th	Centuries,	though	it	
is	not	for	certain	known	where.		There	
was	a	three	year	rotation;	one	third	of	
the	land	being	sown	in	the	autumn,	one	
third	in	the	spring,	and	one	third	left	
fallow.		Typically,	the	villagers	grew	
autumn	sown	wheat	for	bread;	spring	
sown	barley	for	beer,	fodder	and	bread;	
some	rye	for	fodder	and	bread;	oats	for	
fodder	and	porridge;	maslin	(a	mixture	

of	wheat	and	oats)	and	dredge	(a	mixture	of	barley	and	oats);	and	
some	peas	and	beans.		Rather	surprisingly,	on	such	heavy	land,	many	
sheep	also	were	kept	at	Graveley	in	the	later	middle	ages,	no	doubt	
because	wool	was	so	profitable;	however,	documents	from	the	Abbey	
show	that	they	did	not	do	at	all	well	compared	with	some	of	the	other	
manors	-	in	1361	the	fleeces	from	304	sheep	in	Graveley	produced	the	
equivalent	of	380	lbs	of	wool,	whereas	at	Elsworth	561 2# 	fleeces	
weighed	the	equivalent	of	656	lbs!			
	
In	all,	the	villagers	had	a	communal	way	of	life,	with	agricultural	
processes	carried	on	in	common,	the	sharing	of	plough	teams,	fixed	
dates	for	starting	various	processes,	and	agreement	about	what	crops	
were	to	be	grown	where;	and	over	them	all	was	the	heavy	hand	of	the	
Abbot	exacting	services	and	dues	to	the	last	penny.		On	top	of	which	
villeins	still,	in	the	14th	Century,	were	not	allowed	to	leave	the	manor	
without	leave	of	the	Lord,	as	these	extracts	from	the	Manor	Court	Rolls	
show:	
	

1301.		Walter	Barun	and	Walter	at	the	Gate	are	pledges	of	Alice,	
wife	of	Walter	Barun	who	pays	ten	shillings	to	the	lord,	in	
order	to	hold	her	property	until	Michaelmas	next.		This	
property	had	been	taken	into	the	lord’s	hands	because	Walter	
her	husband	set	out	for	Jerusalem	without	permission	of	the	
lord.		And	in	the	meantime	Alice	will	pay	all	the	customary	
dues.	
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1321.		They	say	that	Walter	at	the	Gate	let	his	messuage	and	
half	virgate2	of	villeinage	to	a	certain	John	Onty	for	a	term	of	
years	without	permission	from	the	lord	and	lives	without	
permission	in	foreign	parts.		Therefore	it	is	ordered	that	all	that	
property	be	taken	into	the	lord’s	hands	and	that	the	profits	be	
accounted	to	the	lord.		Afterwards	he	came	and	fined	with	the	
lord.	

	
It	seems	that	the	Lord	of	the	Manor	did	not	want	to	let	them	go,	even	to	
Jerusalem	(on	pilgrimage?);	and	‘foreign	parts’	do	not	seem	to	have	
been	all	that	far	away!	
	
By	the	13th	Century	the	Hundred	Rolls	for	Cambridgeshire	show	that	
the	population	of	the	county	and	of	Graveley	had	doubled	since	
Domesday;	the	village	now	had	forty-nine	men,	which	suggests	a	total	
population	of	about	two	hundred	-	all	still	tied	to	the	manor.		However,	
during	the	late	14th	and	early	15th	centuries	changes	gradually	took	
place	in	the	manorial	organisation,	accelerated	by	the	shortage	of	
labour	across	the	country	caused	by	the	Black	Death.		The	villeins’	
labour	was	needed	but	they	were	in	a	stronger	position	to	make	their	
own	terms	and,	by	the	time	the	Abbey	lost	the	manor	at	the	
Dissolution,	the	old	system	of	work	and	services	had	in	practice	gone,	
though	often	the	old	form	of	words	lingered	on.		All	was	increasingly	
done	on	a	financial	basis,	with	land	being	rented	for	money	and	work	
paid	for	by	wages.		The	only	obligation	the	villagers	still	had	was	to	
attend	the	Manorial	Court	and	abide	by	the	rules	made	for	agriculture;	
and	tenants	were	free	to	leave	their	lands	at	will.	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	
	

	
2	Messuage’ - a dwelling with adjoining land; ‘virgate’ - an old land measure, commonly 30 acres.  In 
all, then, ‘his house and 15 acres’	
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The	Village	under	Jesus	College	
	
When	the	Abbey	at	Ramsey	was	dissolved	in	1536,	Graveley	passed	to	
the	Crown.		It	was	leased	to	a	Robert	Pile	or	Pyle	of	Somersham	in	
1538	and	then	in	1558	to	John	Fuller,	the	Master	of	Jesus	College.		The	
College	leased	the	Manor	and	all	its	demesne	lands	from	him	for	
‘£6.13s.4d	a	year	in	good	grain,	wheat	at	8	shillings	a	quarter	and	
malt	at	3s.4d	to	be	sold	at	Candlemass	at	St	Ives	market’.		By	that	time	
the	annual	value	of	the	manor	was	£24.8s.6d	and	with	it	went	the	
advowson3	of	the	Rectory.		Later,	John	Fuller	purchased	the	Manor	
outright	from	the	Crown	and	left	it	in	his	will	to	the	College	so	as	to	
increase	the	number	of	Fellows	by	four	and	to	augment	the	stipends	of	
all	the	Fellows	by	£2.	
	
From	that	time	on,	Jesus	College	owned	the	Manor	of	Graveley	and	
once	a	year,	in	spring,	the	Steward	and	one	or	two	clerks	from	Jesus	
College	visited	the	village	to	hold	the	Annual	Manor	Court.		All	the	
tenants	were	summoned	to	attend	-	they	were	known	as	‘homagers’	
and	they	formed	a	Jury,	not	to	try	cases	but	to	give	information	-	but	
many	did	not	and	were	‘fined’,	which	was	really	a	payment	in	lieu	of	
attendance.		Land	tenancy	was	the	main,	but	not	the	only,	business	of	
the	Court	and	the	minutes	show	that:	

	
From	1641	two	Constables	were	elected	each	year	to	oversee	
the	affairs	of	the	village.		The	first	were	called	John	
Chamberlain	and	Nicholas	Ward,	both	of	whom	signed	with	a	
cross,	and	Village	Constables	continued	to	be	elected	for	300	
years	until	the	Manor	Court	was	replaced	in	1940	by	a	Parish	
Meeting.		In	the	minutes	there	were	also	occasional	references	
to	‘Waywards’	or	overseers	of	the	highway,	responsible	for	
maintaining	paths	and	roads	in	the	village,	but	little	is	known	of	
them.	
	
In	the	17th	century	men	were	fined	for	not	maintaining	a	
	
	

	
3	‘Advowson’ - the right to nominate the Rector	
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bridge, for not clearing ditches and for not maintaining a  
footway; and, though rare at other times, in the1650s (during the 
rule of the puritanical	Commonwealth	and	Protectorate)	two	
men	were	fined	for	quarrelling	and	fighting	in	an	alehouse,	and	
there	were	several	fines	for	not	attending	church.		Later,	in	the	
17th	and	18th	centuries,	a	number	of	‘fines’	were	paid	for	
building	cottages	on	common	or	waste	land	such	as	Church	
Lane,	but	since	those	‘fines’	were	repeated	year	after	year	they	
were	clearly	regarded	as	a	rent	and	there	was	no	suggestion	
that	the	buildings	should	be	pulled	down.	
	

The	other	main	concern,	however,	was	about	the	need	to	regulate	the	
agricultural	activity.		A	recurring	problem	stemmed	from	the	lack	of	
pasture	land	(for	example	hogs	were	to	be	ringed	until	31st	October	on	
pain	of	forfeit	so	that	they	did	not	eat	too	much	of	the	stubble)	and	in	
those	days,	when	villagers	needed	to	be	as	self	sufficient	as	
possible,	that	lack	created	real	difficulties	and	it	is	clear	that	the	
keeping	of	animals	did	not	sit	well	with	arable	farming	on	the	open	
field	system.		At	the	same	time,	villagers	were	fined	for	ploughing	two	
strips	together	and	for	ploughing	up	the	balks,	and	for	trying	to	enclose	
their	land.	Some	landowners	(presumably	the	principal	ones!)	tried	in	
the	17th	Century	to	fence	common	land	-	and	when	there	was	
opposition	to	this	and	the	fences	were	broken	down,	it	was	the	fence	
breakers	who	were	put	in	the	stocks!		All	of	which	suggests	that	the	
open	field	system	was	not	working	well.	
	
In	passing,	a	rather	unflattering	view	of	Graveley	Manor	Court	can	be	
found	in	the	Diary	of	Samuel	Pepys	for	1661.		Pepys	was	left	some	land	
in	Graveley	but	the	Will	was	complicated	and	his	inheritance	was	
disputed	by	an	uncle:	
	

September	l9th.	‘Went	to	Mr.	Sedgwick	at	Cambridge,	the	
Steward	of	Graveley,	and	there	talked	with	him	but	could	get	
little	hopes	from	anything	he	told	us,	but	at	last	I	did	give	him	a	
fee	and	then	he	was	free	to	tell	us	what	I	asked,	which	was	
something,	though	not	much	comfort	’.	

	
	



	 11	

September	20th.	‘Will	Stankes	and	I	set	out	in	the	morning	
betimes	to	Graveley,	where	to	an	alehouse	and	drank	and	then	
going	toward	the	Courthouse4	met	my	Uncle	Thomas	and	his	
son	Thomas,	with	Bradley	the	rogue	who	had	betrayed	us	and	
one	Young,	a	cunning	fellow,	who	guides	them..........	I	said	little	
till	by	and	by	that	we	came	to	the	Court,	which	was	a	simple	
meeting	of	country	rogues	with	the	Steward	and	two	Fellows	of	
Jesus	College	that	are	Lords	of	the	Manor.		When	the	Jury	was	
sworn,	and	I	producing	no	surrender	(though	I	told	them	I	was	
sure	there	is	and	must	be	one	somewhere)	they	find	my	Uncle	
Thomas	the	heir	at	law........’	
	

From	early	Court	Rolls	it	is	evident	that	there	were	frequent	changes	of	
tenancy	and	that	Graveley	did	not	have	a	very	stable	population.		The	
main	tenants,	the	holders	of	the	demesne	land	now	known	as	Manor	
Farm,	held	the	land	leasehold	and	for	that,	as	was	commonplace,	they	
paid	a	‘fine’	on	entering	the	lease	and	then	rent	in	a	mix	of	kind	and	
cash.		The	lease	was	usually	for	21	years	and	the	‘fine’	for	the	first	

lessee	was	£6.13.4d,	whilst	the	rent	
also	was	£6.13s.4d,	plus	a	boar;	250	
years	later,	in	1820,	the	assessment	
for	the	‘fine’	was	£442.6.7d.		However,	
Jesus	College	sold	all	its	land	in	
Graveley	during	the	20th	Century	and	
retained	only	the	advowson	of	the	
church	-	which	it	had	reserved	to	
itself	from	the	beginning.		Manor	
Farm	was	sold	to	the	then	tenant,	Mr	
Frank	Eayrs,	during	World	War	II	and	
in	1948	the	old	Manor	House,	which	

was	then	in	a	ruinous	condition,	was	pulled	down	and	a	section	of	
brick	wall	was	all	that	remained.	
	
	
	

	
4	Probably a barn at Manor Farm 
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The	Graveley	Enclosure	Act	
	
Meantime,	the	enclosure	of	open	fields	had	been	going	on	all	over	
England	since	Tudor	times,	sometimes	by	mutual	agreement	and	
sometimes	by	the	action	of	the	Lord	of	the	Manor;	however,	by	the	end	
of	the	18th	century	enclosure	of	any	parish	had	to	be	made	under	an	
Act	of	Parliament.		In	Graveley	the	land	near	the	village	centre	had	all	
been	enclosed	into	consolidated	plots	by	private	arrangement	between	
the	principal	landowners;	they	would	also	have	had	strips	in	the	open	
fields	and	in	1802	they	presented	an	Act	to	Parliament	to	enclose	all	
the	land	in	the	parish.		The	Act	was	passed	the	same	year	and	three	
commissioners	were	appointed,	one	for	Jesus	College	and	two	others,	
together	with	a	clerk	and	a	surveyor;	and	they	completed	their	task	in	
August	1805.		The	Enclosure	Award	and	map	which	they	produced	can	
be	seen	at	the	County	Record	Office	in	Shire	Hall,	Cambridge	and	give	a	
good	deal	of	information	about	the	village	and	villagers	of	the	time	for	
those	who	may	be	interested.	
	
In	broad	terms,	the	Award	confirmed	the	roads	and	paths	of	the	parish,	
which	were	much	as	they	are	now.		An	interesting	and	by	no	means	
usual	award	was	that	‘the	herbage	growing	and	renewing	on	the	side	
of	the	roads	was	to	be	for	ever	taken	and	enjoyed	by	the	owners	or	
occupiers	of	the	lands	adjoining’	as	distinct	from	belonging	to	the	
parish	and	being	let	for	grazing.		At	the	same	time,	some	two	acres	of	
land	beside	Offord	Road	and	near	the	parish	boundary	were	set	aside	
as	a	‘stone	and	mortar	pit’	where	landowners	and	the	surveyors	of	the	
highways	could	dig	sand	and	gravel	for	their	own	use;	and	the	herbage	
there	was	to	be	let	and	the	rent	applied	to	the	repair	of	roads	in	the	
parish.		That	plot	of	land	subsequently	became	garden	allotments	and,	
when	the	upkeep	of	roads	was	taken	over	by	the	County	Council,	the	
plot	was	retained	by	the	Parish	Council	and	the	money	obtained	from	
its	rent	used	for	general	parish	purposes.		Incidentally,	it	is	thought	
unlikely	that	there	was	ever	gravel	there,	and	no	one	can	remember	a	
gravel	pit.	
 
On	the	drainage	side,	two	drains/watercourses	were,	as	now,	to	be	
kept	clear	and	maintained	by	the	owners	of	the	land	through	which	
they	ran.		One	was	and	is	the	Nill	Brook	(which	is	also	Public	Drain	No	
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2)	which	runs	east	of	the	village	from	the	Yelling	to	the	Papworth	St.	
Agnes	boundary	by	way	of	Cottage	Farm,	and	the	other	was	and	is	
Spetchell	Brook,	which	runs	behind	Rectory	Farm	and	through	Duck	
End	to	go	under	the	Papworth	Road,	where	it	becomes	Public	Drain	No	
1	and	crosses	the	fields	eastward	to	join	the	Nill	Brook.	
	
Finally,	the	greater	part	of	the	Award	concerned	the	ownership	and	
reallocation	of	land.		The	Rector	was	given	land	to	replace	the	ancient	
glebe	and	rights	of	common,	and	was	also	given	a	large	area	of	some	
358	acres	to	replace	tithes	and	all	other	dues	in	kind,	except	the	Easter	
offering.		In	all	he	then	had	390	acres,	which	was	about	one	quarter	of	
all	the	arable	land	in	the	parish,	and	some	Rectors	are	known	to	have	
farmed	it	themselves.		The	Trotter	Trustees	gained	some	extra	land	
and	Jesus	College	were	given	their	main	holding	in	the	area	that	is	now	
Manor	Farm.		Other	important	landowners	were	George	Veasey	with	
about	200	acres,	William	Betts	with	about	130	acres	as	well	as	his	plots	
in	the	village	(which	included	the	blacksmith’s	shop),	and	the	
Nightingale	family	with	148	acres	in	the	area	which	is	now	Home	
Farm.	
	
It	is	hard	to	say	whether	the	Enclosure	Award	made	much	difference	to	
the	village,	apart	from	the	obvious	change	in	the	appearance	of	the	
fields.		If	they	could	afford	it,	it	was	of	advantage	to	those	of	the	
farmers	who	could	then	farm	as	individuals	and	make	changes,	though	
the	only	improvement	known	about	was	that	the	land	was	drained	-	in	
those	days	by	digging	trenches	and	filling	them	with	brushwood,	
stones	and	straw	since	cheap	earthenware	pipes	were	not	then	
available.		There	is	no	evidence	that	anybody	in	Graveley	actually	lost	
their	land	or	had	to	sell	it	because	they	could	not	afford	the	cost	of	
enclosure,	nor	is	it	known	whether	the	changes	had	much	effect	on	the	
farm	labourers	-	few	of	whom	are	likely	to	have	attended	the	various	
meetings	concerning	the	Enclosure	proposals.		No	doubt	they	lost	their	
right	to	pasture	animals	on	common	land,	but	it	does	not	appear	that	
that	occasioned	any	protest.		Truth	to	tell,	there	was	in	any	event	much		
poverty	in	the	19th	century	and	the	Enclosures	may	not	have	made	it	
worse.	
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Village	Housing	
	
Houses	in	English	villages	did	not	alter	much	from	medieval	times	until	
the	16th	and	early	17th	century,	when	all	over	England	there	was	
much	rebuilding	of	cottages,	and	a	better	type	began	to	appear.		In	East	
Anglia,	where	building	stone	was	and	is	scarce,	wattle	and	daub	was	
still	used,	with	thatched	roofs	and	an	earth	floor.	The	houses	were	still,	
at	first,	single	storey,	but	now	had	two	or	three	rooms	in	line,	with	
glass	windows	of	small	panes	made	of	'bottle'	glass	as	sheet	glass	had	
not	yet	been	invented.		In	Graveley,	tenants	were	allowed	to	fell	trees	
for	building	and	repair	and	the	'daub'	for	the	walls	was	dug	out	of	the	
ground	near	the	house,	leaving	pits	which	filled	naturally	with	water	
and	formed	ponds	–	and,	once	full,	they	served	as	the	water	supply	of	
the	houses,	which	was	convenient	if	unhygienic!		The	houses	gradually	
became	more	elaborate;	ceilings	were	put	in	to	provide	an	upper	story,	
at	first	over	the	kitchen,	for	storage,	and	reached	by	a	ladder.		Later,	a	
bedroom	might	be	made	over	the	parlour	(which	was	the	best	room	
and	originally	often	had	a	bed	in	it)	and	this	would	be	reached	by	a	
separate	ladder	and	lighted	by	a	small	window	in	the	gable	end,	which	
can	still	be	seen	in	many	old	cottages.		Even	when	a	proper	staircase	
was	built	to	the	best	bedrooms,	there	was	often	still	a	room	over	the	
kitchen	for	the	servants	and	reached	by	a	ladder.		More	prosperous	
families	enlarged	their	houses	by	building	extra	rooms	at	an	angle,	to	
form	a	T	or	an	L	shape;	Duck	End	Farm	is	a	good	example	of	a	T	shaped	
house,	and	it	still	has	its	original	central	chimney.	
	
We	know	little	about	early	housing	in	Graveley	but	Hearth	Tax	returns	
show	that	there	were	29	dwellings	in	1662	and	31	in	1674.	The	older	
buildings	existing	now	in	the	village	are:	
	
Duck	End	Farm,	which	is	17th	century	with	alterations.	
 
Baldock	Farm	built	in	the	17th	century,	with	end	and	back	walls	rebuilt	
in	brick	in	the18th	century,	and	with	the	front	completely	rebuilt	in		
brick	in	the	19th	century.		This	gives	it	a	deceptively	modern	
appearance	but	its	true	age	is	more	obvious	inside.	
	
Home	Farm	(previously	called	Nightingale	Farm)	was	from	the	
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beginning	a	grander	house,	of	red	brick	with	tiled	roof,	built	in	about	
1700.		There	are	L	shaped	chimneys	in	the	gable	ends.		The	front	has	
been	altered;	a	recess	over	the	front	door	has	a	blank	shield	beneath	a	
swag	of	fruit,	all	in	plaster.		The	recess	and	adjacent	windows	have	
keystones	decorated	with	grotesque	heads	in	plaster	and	there	is	an	
old	round	'bullseye'	window	in	the	north	gable.	
	
Tudor	Cottage	is	probably	the	oldest	house;	part	has	been	rebuilt	in	
brick,	but	the	cross	wing	is	partly	original	and	retains	its	first	floor	
jetty	and	some	original	timber	within.		It	may	even	be	older	than	the	
17th	century.		After	being	empty	for	some	time	it	has	recently	been	
carefully	restored	and	brought	back	into	use.	
	
Three	old	houses	in	Church	Lane	were	probably	encroachments	on	the	
waste.		They	are	all	of	17th	century	date,	though	much	altered.		There	
is	some	brickwork,	which	replaces	or	conceals	earlier	timber	
framework.	
	
The	cottage	at	right	angles	to	the	Lane,	was	originally	two	houses,	of	
lath	and	plaster	with	exposed	oak	beams.		In	the	19th	Century	the	two	
were	sold	at	different	times	for	£65	and	£85	and	the	rent	for	each	part	
was	6d	a	week.		By	1950	the	price	was	£1050	and	it	had	been	turned	
into	one	dwelling.	
	
The	old	Rectory	was	built	in	1853,	but	some	of	the	outbuildings	are	
older,	and	the	brick	boundary	wall	dates	from	the	18th	century.	
Rectory	Farm	was	rebuilt	at	the	same	time	and	extra	new	buildings	
were	added	later.	
	
From	correspondence	between	1909	and	1913	it	is	clear	that	
many	of	the	cottages	in	Graveley	were	of	a	very	low	standard;	some	
were	without	back	doors	and	windows	so	there	was	no	through	
ventilation;	some	had	one	room	only	which	had	to	serve	for	food	
storage	and	washing,	as	well	as	cooking	and	eating.		It	appears	that	
some	labourers	who	would	have	married	and	lived	in	the	village	had	
left	because	there	was	no	accommodation	so	the	College	were	asked	by	
the	Rev	Fisher	to	build	more;	however,	they	said	that	it	was	impossible	
for	them	to	do	anything	as	the	income	from	all	their	property	in		
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The	1920	Villagers	were	
1. Duck End Cottage; Walter Hickman 
2. Two Cottages; Fred Baxter; Lizzie Dilley 
3. Duck End Farm; Jim Haynes and wife with daughters Lorna and Elizabeth 
4. Rectory Farm; Thomas Blackman 
5. Hillcrest Farm; William Bruce and Housekeeper 
6. Jack and Mary Thody 
7. Tudor Cottage; Sid Stukins 
8. Rectory; Rev.O.P.Fisher, wife Ethel, father and niece 
9.* Two cotts (now ‘Sandstones’); George Peak; Fred and Harriet Tack 
10. George Daxter 
11. Well 
12. Two Cottages; Fred Payne; Louis Crook 
13. Two Cottages; William and Elizabeth Tack; Horace and Frances Picking 
14. Tom Payne 
15. Fred and Louisa Sanford 
16.* Rose Cottage; Sam and Martha Tack, daughter Vera (Crook) 
17. Benjamin and Jenny Lee 
18. St Botolph’s Church 
19. ‘Three Horseshoes’; Alice Corn. Elijah Corn 
20. Rose Tree Cottage (now 29); John, Ben, and Ann Dilley 
21. White Cottage and Post Office Hut; Lizzie Chamberlain 
22. Reading and Recreation Room (formerly the Methodist Chapel) 
23. Tom, Charlotte, and Fred Payne and daughter Mary (Sawford) 
24. Baker’s Cottage (now The Smithy); Edmund and Edith Crook 
25. *Blacksmiths workshop; (The	smithy	was	demolished	in	1937	to	make	way	for	the	shelter	
erected	to	commemorate	the	coronation	of	King	George	VI) 
26. Blacksmith’s Hill Cottage; Anne Geeson, James and Nellie 
27. ‘White Lion’ pub (in 1981 the Post Office); Harry Tophan, Maud and Brenda 
28.* Ted Corn 
29. John and Florence Picking 
30. Chequers Pond 
31. Donald and Lisbeth Pearce, Dorothy, Joe and Billy 
32 * Rookery Farm; Charles and Robert Setchell 
33. Two semi-detached houses; Bill Stukins; Dick Chandler; Maggie Tack 
34. Stocks Green 
35. Wheelwright’s house and workshop; George Harper 
36. Baldock Farm; George Currington and sons Hugh and Frank 
37. School 
38. School House; Charles and Alice Sanderson, son William 
39.* Harry Lee 
40. Ponds Farm; Alwyne and Phyllis Juggins 
41.* Sidney Reed; Sally and Minnie Sanford 
42.* Manor Farm; Charles and Rose Picking 
43. Home Farm; Edward Ashcroft 
44. Bob and Rosetta Sanford 
* Now (1981) demolished 
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Graveley	Village	in	about	1920	
 
 

 
	

And	in	the	late	20th	Century	
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Graveley	was	only	£10!		From	that	it	seems	that	at	least	the	tenants	
were	charged	very	low	rents,	and	may	not	have	been	as	dissatisfied	
with	their	housing	as	others	thought.	
	
To	support	his	case	the	Rev	Fisher	made	a	survey	in	1913	of	24	of	the	
dwellings	in	the	village	–	though	the	larger	houses	were	not	included.	
He	found	that	between	them	those	24	dwellings	had	a	total	of	40	living	
rooms	and	55	bedrooms,	with	most	having	only	two	or	three	rooms	
altogether.		In	them	lived	66	adults	and	54	children	–	120	folk	all	told.		
Two	of	the	cottages	were	noted	as	being	in	a	bad	condition	and	six	of	
them	he	considered	to	be	overcrowded	–	with	up	to	nine	folk	living	in	a	
total	of	four	rooms.	
	
However,	despite	his	efforts,	no	action	was	taken	and	most	of	these	old	
cottages	were	still	in	being	in	the	1920s.		The	first	improvement	came	
with	the	building	of	Council	houses	in	1924.		The	sketch	map	overleaf	
shows	the	houses	in	Graveley	in	about	1920.		Since	then,	several	have	
been	pulled	down,	including	Manor	Farm	House	and	Rookery	Farm	
House;	some	old	dwellings	have	been	modernised	and	extended,	and	
others	replaced.		In	several	instances	a	pair	of	cottages	is	now	a	single	
dwelling,	e.g.	the	three	in	Church	Lane.		The	Chequers	Inn,	near	the	
pond,	was	burnt	down	in	1900	and	another	inn	which	has	gone	was	
the	White	Lion	which	was	on	the	lane	to	what	is	now	Graveley	Garage.	
 
Since	Simpson’s	survey,	27	new	houses	and	bungalows	have	been	built	
in	Graveley,	most	of	them	since	1945,	together	with	26	council	houses.	
There	is	little	of	old	Graveley	left.		The	housing	in	Graveley	is	now	very	
good,	both	new	houses	and	modernised	cottages	making	very	
attractive	dwellings.		But	the	character	of	the	village	has	changed,	as	
the	occupations	of	the	inhabitants	have	changed;	whether	for	better	or	
worse	the	reader	must	judge.	
	
	
Village	Life	after	the	18th	Century	
	
Such	manuscript	sources,	church	registers	and	churchwarden’s	
accounts	as	are	held	by	the	County	Archivist	vary	greatly	in	quality	and	
completeness	but	nonetheless	do	give	some	idea	of	life	in	the	parish	in	
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the	19th	Century.	
	
A	typical	farm	labourer	family	were	the	Arbornes	who	are	first	
mentioned	in	1811	when	a	child	of	James	and	Elizabeth	–	presumably	
recently	married	–	was	baptised.		It	is	not	clear	where	they	came	from	
but	they	had	twelve	more	children	baptised	up	to	1838	and,	unusually	
for	those	times,	all	but	one	grew	to	adulthood.		James	and	Elizabeth	
lived	to	their	mid-80s	and	their	eldest	son	married	a	Graveley	girl	and	
they	had	four	children,	the	eldest	of	which	had	ten!		One	way	and	
another	there	were	five	generations	in	the	village	and	for	Graveley,	
with	its	shifting	population,	that	was	a	long	time.	
	
Of	the	first	generation	of	Arbornes	one,	with	his	family,	emigrated	to	
Australia	-	which	was	not	uncommon	given	the	poverty	and	hardship	
which	existed	at	that	time	in	rural	areas.		Three	wives	died	in	
childbirth,	and	two	of	the	babies	died	too;	and	in	each	case	the	
husband	married	again	the	next	year.		This	illustrates	the	dangers	in	
childbirth	in	those	days	and	also	the	difficulty	that	would	be	
experienced	by	a	farm	labourer	left	with	young	children	to	care	for,	a	
problem	solved	by	early	remarriage	(though	with	such	a	large	family	it	
might	have	been	thought	that	brothers	and	sisters	would	help).	
 
The	Arborne	family	must	on	the	whole	have	been	a	healthy	one	as,	
contrary	to	the	normal	pattern,	in	four	generations	only	two	children	
died	in	infancy,	apart	from	the	two	who	died	at	birth.		Many	of	the	girls	
appear	in	the	baptism	lists	only,	suggesting	that	they	married	outside	
the	village,	which	was	unusual,	and	the	last	Arborne	had	left	the	village	
by	the	end	of	the	century,	though	two	old	ladies,	Mary,	aged	62,	and	
Louisa,	aged	84,	were	brought	back	to	be	buried	in	Graveley	in	1919	
and	1946	respectively.	
	
From	the	existing	records	it	is	not	possible	to	trace	the	family	of	a	
farmer	in	the	same	way.		Presumably	they	did	not	have	such	large	
families	and	the	fact	that	they	were	all	tenants	and	not	owners	of	their	
own	farms	must	have	affected	the	length	of	time	they	stayed	in	the	
village.		In	Graveley	there	is	no	example	of	a	family	owning	the	same	
land	for	generation	after	generation,	as	is	found	elsewhere,	though	the	
Fielding	family	was	connected	with	the	village	for	many	years.	
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There	was	much	poverty	in	the	village	in	the	first	part	of	the	
nineteenth	century	and	in	the	days	before	the	Welfare	State	charitable	
relief	was	given	from	local	funds.		In	those	days	in	Graveley,	as	in	most	
other	places,	Communion	services	were	held	four	times	a	year	only,	
and	the	collections	from	these	services	were	always	put	into	a	fund	for	
poor	relief,	and	this	fund	was	increased	by	subscriptions	from	Jesus	
College	and	the	wealthier	farmers.		Typically,	in	1850	the	sum	of	
£12.13s.2d	was	raised	from	collections	given	by	eight	communicants,	
with	subscriptions	of	£2	each	from	Jesus	College	and	Mr	Thornhill,	and	
£1	each	from	Mr	Veasey	and	Mr	Wilkinson.		The	money	was	used	to	
buy	goods,	almost	exclusively	cloths	of	various	sorts,	which	were	given	
to	36	families,	including	two	who	were	mentioned	in	the	Enclosure	
Award	–	which	perhaps	indicates	that	enclosure	had	impoverished	
them.	
	
Earlier	in	the	century	money	had	been	given	rather	than	goods	-	
usually	at	Easter,	with	perhaps	another	small	sum	and	some	food	at	
Christmas,	but	from	1830	only	goods	were	given.		There	are	very	
detailed	accounts	from	1830	to	1839	and	some	of	the	entries	are	
intriguing;	what	was	a	buff	band	that	cost	1s.2d	(a	large	sum	in	those	
days),	or	a	drabble	slop	at	4s.3d	mentioned	in	1839?	4	½	yards	of	
grogram	are	mentioned,	the	cloth	favoured	for	his	cloak	by	Admiral	
Vernon	from	which	he	got	the	nickname	‘Old	Grog’	which	in	turn	led	to	
the	name	'grog'	for	the	issue	of	rum	and	water	which	he	introduced	to	
the	Royal	Navy.		In	1850	meat	was	given	on	New	Year's	Day;	six	
widows	got	1	lb	each,	also	'old	Arborne'	and	Dilley;	the	Parish	Clerk	got	
10	lbs	and	he	also	had	a	pudding	and	3	lbs	of	beef	at	Christmas.		In	
addition,	although	there	are	no	accounts,	the	Trotter	'bread	dole'	was	
presumably	also	given	throughout	this	period.	
	
It	must,	of	course,	be	remembered	these	gifts	were	simply	to	
supplement	the	very	low	agricultural	wages	of	the	time	which	were	
clearly	insufficient	to	support	a	large	family.		(No	doubt	it	was	easier	
for	the	farmers	to	quieten	their	consciences	by	giving	subscriptions	for	
the	relief	of	the	poor	rather	than	paying	higher	wages).		The	really	
destitute	would	have	to	go	to	the	Workhouse	–	generally	known	as	the	
'Union'	because	parishes	were	grouped	together	in	Unions	to	support	
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one.		The	local	Union	was	at	Caxton	and	there	are	occasional	references	
in	the	burial	register	to	the	bodies	of	paupers	being	sent	back	from	the	
Union	to	Graveley,	their	home	village,	to	be	buried.	
	
In	common	with	the	rest	of	the	country,	child	mortality	in	the	village	
was	high	in	the	18th	and	19th	centuries.		During	the	18th	century	the	
proportion	of	child	burials	was	about	40%	of	the	total	burials	but	by	
the	mid-19th	Century	it	was	nearly	60%;	then	in	1874	there	was	a	
dramatic	improvement	to	about	25%.		At	the	same	time,	the	
proportion	of	deaths	in	old	age	did	not	vary	much	and	Graveley	has	
always	had	some	very	long-lived	people.		So,	it	appears	that	if	the	
dangerous	years	of	childhood	were	survived,	life	expectancy	was	long;	
and	probably	the	high	number	of	child	deaths	was	connected	with	bad	
water	and	sanitation,	to	which	an	immunity	was	built	up	by	those	who	
survived.	
	
The	population	of	the	village	has	never	been	great	-	rising	to	334	in	the	
1850s	and	otherwise	varying	about	the	200	level.		It	is	often	said	of	
small	villages	that	there	was	a	lot	of	intermarriage,	but	this	was	not	so	
in	Graveley;	even	in	the	18th	century	there	were	a	considerable	
number	of	marriages	with	people	in	other	villages.		This	may	be	
because	Graveley	was	so	small	and	there	were	other	villages	near,	
though	there	are	a	surprising	number	from	outside	the	immediate	
vicinity,	showing	that	there	was	more	mobility	than	is	often	believed.	
	
A	rough	and	ready	indication	of	literacy	levels	can	be	found	by	
counting	the	number	of	people	who	could	sign	their	name	in	the	
marriage	registers,	and	those	putting	a	cross.		In	Graveley	about	one	
third	signed	with	a	cross	in	the	18th	and	early	19th	Centuries,	rising	to	
about	one	half	by	the	mid	1800s,	before	dropping	markedly	toward	the	
end	of	that	Century.		The	higher	figures	apply	when	the	population	is	
highest;	families	would	be	large	and	could	not	afford	to	send	children	
to	school,	both	because	they	could	not	afford	the	few	pence	for	fees	
and	because	they	needed	the	children	to	work	as	early	as	possible.	
There	was	the	Trotter	free	school	for	twelve	poor	boys,	but	it	does	not	
seem	to	have	had	much	effect.		There	is	a	dramatic	drop	in	illiteracy	
after	1880	when	the	effects	of	the	1870	Education	Act,	which	aimed	at	
providing	a	school	place	for	every	child,	could	be	seen	and	the	last	
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signing	of	the	register	with	a	cross	was	in	1924.	
	
Marriage	registers	give	the	occupation	of	bride	and	groom	and	their	
parents,	and	this	gives	very	useful	information	about	village	life.		As	
would	be	expected,	the	vast	majority	of	occupations	are	given	as	
farmer	or	labourer,	with	a	good	number	of	rural	craftsmen,	
blacksmiths,	bakers,	tailors,	wheelwrights,	carpenters,	shepherds,	
butchers,	thatchers,	even	shoemakers,	though	these	may	not	have	
plied	their	trade	in	the	village.		There	was	always	a	Parish	Clerk,	and	
for	most	of	the	19th	century,	two	publicans	-	there	being	two	inns,	the	
Chequers	and	the	White	Lion.		Oddities	occur;	in	1818	a	'mantua-
maker'	(a	grand	name	for	the	village	dressmaker);	in	1862	there	is	a		
vermin	destroyer;	in	1842	a	shopkeeper	appears	for	the	first	time;	and	
a	postman	or	'post-messenger’	is	mentioned	from	1867	onwards.		The	
occupation	of	women	is	not	given	till	the	1850s	when	domestic	
servants	are	mentioned,	and	after	1870	there	are	many	such.		Changes	
begin	to	appear	in	this	(20th)	century,	with	more	varied	trades	coming	
in.		In	1915	there	is	mention	of	an	electrical	engineer,	in	1916	a	cycle,	
motor	and	tractor	repairer;	there	are	some	members	of	the	Forces,	
including	the	Royal	Flying	Corps;	and	in	1921	a	man	is	quaintly	
described	as	a	'motorist'.		After	the	second	war	the	change	is	complete	
and	farm	workers	are	outnumbered	by	many	and	various	occupations	
that	are	commonplace	today	though	obviously	most	of	these	trades	
and	professions	were	not	carried	on	in	the	village	and	Graveley	had	
become	a	place	where	people	lived	but	worked	elsewhere.		Some	may	
regret	this	change,	but	few	would	wish	to	return	to	the	conditions	of	
the	first	half	of	the	19th	century,	when	the	picture	is,	on	the	whole,	
very	depressing.		The	bulk	of	the	population	were	farm	labourers	with	
low	wages,	needing	gifts	from	charity	to	subsist	at	all,	with	high	infant	
mortality,	and	largely	illiterate.		No	doubt	there	were	mitigations	-	
peace	and	freedom	from	stress,	wholesome	food	(if	not	much	meat)	
and	good	clean	air	but	hardly	'the	good	old	days'.	
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Graveley	at	the	end	of	the	19th	Century	
	
	

Into	the	20th	Century	
	
The	Manor	Court	of	earlier	times	was	superseded	by	a	Parish	Meeting	
from	1872	and	the	Minutes	of	those	Meetings	record	the	election	of	
constables,	overseers	and	waywardens	for	the	village.		There	are	
frequent	references	to	the	rents	of	the	Claypits	allotments	being	given	
to	the	overseers	for	the	upkeep	of	roads.		Sometimes	this	was	not	
enough,	and	in	1880	and	1883	a	rate	of	4d	in	the	pound	was	levied,	
and	stones	were	purchased	for	the	roads.		We	do	not	know	how	the	
work	was	done	-	presumably	by	labourers	from	the	village,	but	it	
seems	that	the	Meeting	was	conscientious	and	took	trouble	to	see	that	
the	roads	in	the	village	were	kept	up.		There	cannot	have	been	much	
traffic,	apart	from	horses,	but	in	the	early	years	of	the	20th	Century	a	
carrier's	cart	went	to	local	towns	on	market	days,	i.e.	on	Mondays	to		
St	Ives,	on	Thursdays	to	St	Neots	and	on	Saturdays	to	Huntingdon.		
	
The	first	recorded	election	of	a	chairman	to	the	Parish	Meeting	was	in	
1894.		From	then	until	1905	the	Minutes	list	only	the	election	of	
chairmen,	constables	and	overseers	but	in	1906	there	is	mention	of	the	
bridge	over	the	brook	into	the	churchyard	-	the	District	Council	would	
not	take	responsibility	for	this	so	a	voluntary	rate	was	levied	and	the	
parish	repaired	it.		In	1909	there	was	concern	over	the	state	of	the	
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ditches	by	the	roadsides	and	they	were	ordered	to	be	cleared	and	also	
the	fence	round	Chequers	pond	was	repaired.		In	1919	apathy	can	be	
seen	because	there	was	no	quorum,	so	meetings	could	not	be	held.		So,	
over	the	years	things	have	changed	little,	for	the	present	Parish	Council	
spends	much	of	its	time	on	similar	matters!	
	
In	1920	Mr	E.	Ashcroft	gave	the	old	chapel	as	a	reading	and	recreation	
room	for	the	village,	and	said	he	would	exercise	control	over	the	
reading	matter	so	that	there	should	be	no	spread	of	the	ideas	of	the	
Bolsheviks	and	consequent	disorder!		In	1924	there	was	a	plan	for	a	
parish	library	but	the	Rev	Fisher	expressed	fears	that	questionable	
books	might	be	included	and	asked	that	all	books	be	scrutinised	by	the	
County	Library	Committee!		So,	life	in	Graveley	was	widening,	but	the	
Rev	Fisher	was	wary	of	too	much	change	and	in	1925	is	recorded	as		
fearing	that	broadcast	waves	would	upset	the	atmosphere	and	alter	
the	rainfall!	
	
In	1935	the	Meeting	was	concerned	with	clearing	ponds	and	ditches,	
something	which	runs	like	a	chorus	through	the	minutes!		But	the	most	
important	matter	dealt	with	in	all	those	years	was	the	water	supply.		
The	first	mention	of	the	problem	is	in	1873	when	there	is	a	
report	from	the	Sanitary	Inspector	about	the	unsatisfactory	water	in	
Graveley.		After	the	minutes	began	again	in	1905	there	were	many	
mentions	of	the	village	reservoir,	which	was	the	pond	opposite	the	
Three	Horseshoes.		It	was	the	main	supply	of	drinking	water	for	the	
village	because	by	that	time	the	other	ponds	were	not	used	or	only	
provided	water	for	washing.		At	one	point	it	was	thought	that	the	
reservoir	water	was	fouled	by	water	running	in	from	the	road	drains,	
so	pipes	were	put	in	to	bring	the	water	from	the	fields	above;	but	even	
so	an	analysis	of	the	water	in	1906	found	it	to	be	unsatisfactory.		At	the	
same	time	the	use	of	water	from	other	ponds	was	condemned,	the	
water	from	the	reservoir	was	to	be	boiled	and	filtered	before	being	
drunk,	and	an	order	was	made	that	a	well	was	to	be	dug	at	the	charge	
of	the	parish.		So	Mr	Ashcroft	employed	a	diviner,	who	found	water	
near	the	reservoir	at	a	depth,	he	said,	of	80ft.		A	well	6ft	across	was	dug	
and	bricked	as	it	went	down	but	by	65ft	nothing	had	been	found.	
Advice	was	sought	from	a	Professor	Hughes	of	Cambridge,	who	said	
that	they	had	now	reached	Oxford	clay,	which	might	be	400	or	500	feet	
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thick,	and	there	would	be	no	water	in	that.		Nevertheless,	work	
continued;	by	90ft	the	money	available	had	been	used	up	but	it	was	
agreed	by	the	Parish	Meeting	to	go	on	another	25ft	and	to	raise	the	
money	by	an	additional	rate	on	occupiers	of	property	in	the	village.		At	
l00ft	the	bricking	was	stopped	but	nearly	another	l00ft	was	dug,	and	at	
last	water	was	found,	all	at	a	cost	of	about	£100	-	what	a	good	job	they	
had	not	listened	to	the	expert!		However,	it	seems	that	not	all	the	
villagers	used	the	well	because	in	1909	there	is	an	entry	in	the	minutes	
about	putting	in	pipes	to	bring	water	from	the	fields	to	the	
schoolhouse,	because	the	schoolmistress	had	contracted	typhoid	from	
bad	water;	and	at	about	the	same	time	the	Rectory	gained	a	piped	
water	supply	in	that	a	galvanised	tank	was	set	up	and	water	piped	
from	it	to	a	tap	in	the	house	-	but	the	water	to	fill	the	tank	still	came	
from	the	Rectory	moat!	
In	1922	there	was	a	drought	and	the	well	dried	up,	so	barrels	were	
borrowed,	the	Rector	lent	his	horse	and	carriage,	and	water	was	
fetched	from	Offord	and	sold	at	1d	a	bucket.		And	so	things	went	on,	
with	the	well	machinery	breaking	down	through	careless	use	and	
being	replaced	by	an	ordinary	pump	until,	in	1945,	the	Sanitary	
Inspector	condemned	the	water	from	the	well	as	unfit	for	drinking.	
Water	was	then	taken	by	a	3 4# 	‘’	pipe	from	the	water	supply	for	the	
airfield,	came	to	a	standpipe	at	the	well	and	still	had	to	be	fetched	from	
there!		Eventually,	proper	mains	water	to	taps	in	the	houses	did	come	
but	not	until	well	after	the	war.		Finally,	the	well	now	belongs	to	the	
District	Council,	though	it	is	in	a	private	garden,	and	–	as	it	was	and	is	
potentially	dangerous,	being	so	deep	-	it	has	been	capped.	
	
The	question	of	the	village	water	supply	has	been	dealt	with	at	some	
length,	because	it	was	very	important	in	village	life,	and	because	it	is	
significant	that	for	so	long	the	villagers	managed	with,	and	survived,	an	
unhealthy	and	inconvenient	source	of	water.		In	other	ways	the	village	
was	not	so	badly	off,	in	some	ways	better	than	now.		For	some	time	
there	was	a	butcher's	shop	and	there	was	a	general	shop	where	meat	
was	sold	in	'pork	pots’,	and	apples	which	the	children	used	to	take	
when	the	owner’s	back	was	turned.		There	was	a	baker	and	milk	and	
cream	were	sold	from	the	cottage	next	to	the	chapel,	and	from	Manor	
Farm	and	Tudor	Cottage.		Today	there	is	no	shop	in	the	village;	and	it	is	
impossible	to	get	farm	milk!	
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After	the	baker's	and	butcher's	closed	there	were	three	bakers,	three	
butchers	and	a	grocer’s	van	who	called	each	week	together	with	a	
clothing	van	which	sold	clothes	for	weekly	payments	of	1s	or	2s.6d.		
For	entertainment,	as	well	as	the	library	and	reading	room,	the	village	
had	very	successful	cricket	and	football	teams	up	to	the	Second	World	
War	and	for	the	three	years	of	1912	to	1914	there	was	a	flower	show,	
held	at	Baldock	Farm	in	June.		At	the	show	there	would	be	dancing	and	
a	concert;	the	children	gave	Morris	dancing	displays	and	there	were	
needlework	and	knitting	competitions	for	them;	the	St	Neots	band	
played	and	there	was	a	cricket	match.	
	
	
There	were	also	treats	for	the	children.		The	Rector	gave	two	parties	
each	year	-	at	Christmas	in	the	school	and	in	the	summer	at	the	
Rectory.		He	would	float	bowls	on	the	moat,	with	presents	in	them,	and	
the	children	fished	for	them	with	fishing	nets.		His	father,	who	lived	
with	them,	made	fireworks,	and	gave	displays	for	the	children.		His	
wife	ran	the	Sunday	school;	the	children	would	go	to	Sunday	school	in	
the	morning,	then	on	to	church,	to	Sunday	school	in	the	afternoon	and	
in	the	evening	to	church	again	-	so	their	treats	were	well	earned!	
 
Church	Matters	
	
The	earliest	document	referring	to	a	church	at	Graveley	was	a	Papal	
Bull	of	Pope	Alexander	III	to	Ramsey	Abbey	in	1178.		The	church	it	
refers	to	was	probably	on	the	present	site	and	may	still	have	been	a	
wooden	building	from	Saxon	times.		Later,	in	1254,	the	Bishop	of	Ely	
granted	a	licence	to	the	Abbott	to	build	a	chapel	in	the	village;	it	is	
likely	that	a	stone	church	was	built	soon	afterwards	and	the	first	
Rector	was	appointed	by	the	Abbey	in	1256.		The	church	became	
dedicated	to	St	Botolph,	who	was	a	Saxon	saint,	from	about	the	14th	
Century.	
	
The	church	has	been	much	modified	over	the	years.	Parts	of	the	nave,	
especially	parts	of	the	north	wall,	are	the	original	13th	century	work.	
The	gallery	at	the	west	end	of	the	church	probably	dates	from	1614	
because	a	beam	has	the	inscription	‘16	ATC	14’	carved	roughly	on	it.		
The	tower	is	mainly	15th	century	with	a	modern	parapet	and	doorway	
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and	it	contains	four	bells;	they	date	from	1624	and	are	inscribed:	
	
	
	

	
Treble:									 	 																‘God	in	His	mercy	heareth	us	all’	
2nd:	 	 	 	 																									When	upon	that	we	do	call’	
3rd:	 	 	 	 														‘0	praise	the	Lord	therefore	I	say’	
Tenor:	 						‘I	sound	unto	the	living	when	the	soul	doth	part	way’	
	
	

	
There	was	at	one	time	a	north	aisle	whose	arches	can	still	be	seen	on	
both	the	inside	and	outside	of	the	building,	but	it	became	ruinous	and	
was	pulled	down	in	the	16th	or	17th	century	with	the	arcade	between	
the	nave	and	aisle	filled	in	and	the	octagonal	pillars	incorporated	into	
the	exterior	buttresses.		Windows,	probably	taken	from	the	old	
exterior	wall,	were	fitted	into	the	new	north	wall,	but	in	a	rather	
rough-and-ready	way	and	the	result	is	an	irregular	arrangement	with	
curious	side	niches	which	are	very	convenient	for	flower	arranging!		
The	north	doorway	was	subsequently	blocked	up.	
	
In	1733,	a	replacement	chancel	was	built,	but	of	brick	rather	than	the	
earlier	field	stones	and	ashlar.		There	was	also	a	new	floor,	ceiling,	
west	window	and	pews;	and	Jesus	College	gave	a	pulpit	and	reading	
	

	
St	Botolph’s	Church,	Graveley	
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desk.	Then,	an	extensive	restoration	was	undertaken	in	the	1870’s.		
The	chancel	was	raised,	a	new	roof	put	on	over	the	whole	church,	and	a	
new	chancel	arch	built	-	unfortunately	destroying	the	Rood	Loft	so	that	
a	small	niche	with	a	piece	of	carved	decoration	over	it	is	all	that	
remains.		The	south	wall	was	rebuilt	and	two	new	windows	put	in;	and	
there	was	a	new	west	doorway	and	door,	new	flooring	throughout,	
new	seats	in	the	chancel	and	a	new	altar	rail	and	font.	
	
In	1909	the	tower	was	restored	and	the	heavy	church	doorway	was	
repaired	and	cut	in	two	(it	was	thought	that	its	banging	was	the	cause	
of	a	crack	in	the	wall).		At	the	same	time,	the	western	arch	was	rebuilt	
and	the	bell	frames	renewed.		In	1931,	stained	glass	for	the	east	
window	was	given	by	Mr	Fred	Fielding	as	a	memorial	to	his	family,	and	
in	1932	a	clock	for	the	tower	was	given	by	an	anonymous	donor.	
	
Of	the	Rectors,	little	is	known	about	many	of	them,	though	there	is	a	
board	in	the	Church	showing	all	the	incumbents	from	1256.		It	is	
evident	that	many	were	absentee;	before	the	Dissolution	they	often	
had	several	livings,	leaving	Graveley	to	the	mercy	of	a	poorly	paid	
Curate,	and	much	the	same	was	true	of	the	early	Rectors	under	Jesus	
College.		Until	the	end	of	the	19th	Century	the	latter	were	Fellows	of	
the	College	and	many	lived	and	worked	there,	at	best	visiting	the	
village	on	Sundays	to	take	the	services,	at	worst	never	appearing	at	all!	
For	many	of	the	Fellows	the	living	made	a	useful	supplement	to	their	
salary,	or	a	source	of	income	if	they	married	and	consequently	had	
then	to	resign	as	Fellows.		As	an	aside,	an	Episcopal	record	dated	1615	
says	that	the	then	Rector	hanged	himself	‘behind	his	door	in	College	on	
a	tenpenny	nail’5	-	one	can	only	speculate	why	he	did	it!	
	
That	said,	there	were	good	and	industrious	Rectors,	particularly	in	
later	years,	who	lived	in	the	village	and	did	much	good.		Pre-eminent	
among	those	was	the	Reverend	Henry	Trotter	who	was	instituted	as	
Rector	on	1st	July	1725,	remained	until	he	died	and	was,	without	
doubt,	the	greatest	benefactor	the	church	and	the	village	has	ever	had.	
He	was	born	in	1689	of	a	wealthy	Yorkshire	family	and	in	1727	came	

	
5	A ‘tenpenny nail’ is not a nail that cost ten pence; they cost ten pence a hundred !	
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into	a	large	sum	of	money	from	his	mother.		In1725	he	married	
Katherine	Dixon	of	York	and	brought	her	to	the	then	Rectory	at	
Graveley,	which	was	on	the	site	of	the	present	‘Old	Rectory’	(previously	
‘The	Gables’).		The	building	was	then	over	a	hundred	years	old	and	the	
indications	are	that	it	was	a	wattle	and	daub	structure	in	poor	repair,	
with	drinking	water	drawn	from	a	moat	which	was	twenty	feet	from	
the	cesspit!		They	had	only	five	years	of	married	life;	Katherine	died	in	
February	1729	and	their	four	young	children	all	died	during	the	
following	twenty	months.		Henry’s	books	suggest	that	their	untimely	
deaths	gave	him	a	greater	interest	in	medical	matters	and	hygiene	than	
was	usual	in	his	time;	indeed,	eighty	books	in	his	library	were	
concerned	with	health	and	medicine.	
	
Trotter	did	not	marry	again,	lived	alone	in	the	Rectory	for	the	
remaining	thirty	six	years	of	his	life	and	there	is	little	doubt	that	he	
grew	to	regard	the	church	and	village	as	his	family.		He	kept	up	his	
scholarly	pursuits	and,	being	at	the	same	time	concerned	for	the	
education	of	the	children	of	the	village,	himself	paid	for	a	schoolmaster	
to	teach	them.		He	invested	his	private	fortune	in	land	in	Graveley,	and	
when	he	died	he	owned	about	30	acres	of	arable	land,	two	cottages	and	
two	tenements.		The	two	cottages	were	where	now	are	Nos	29	and	116	
High	Street	(Rose	Tree	Cottage	and	Ponds	Farm	Cottage)	and	the	two	
tenements	became	the	school	and	the	house	for	the	schoolmaster.	
	
To	ensure	that	his	property	would	continue	to	be	used	for	the	benefit	
of	the	village	after	his	death,	he	established	a	Trust	in	1763	which	laid	
down	the	terms	of	‘Trotter’s	Charity’	to	which	he	wished	to	give	his	
land	and	property.		However,	at	that	time	charity	trustees	were	not	
allowed	to	own	freehold	land	so	he	made	the	property	over	to	John	
Waller	of	Jesus	College,	who	was	the	Deputy	Steward	of	Graveley	
Manor.		Waller	was	to	use	the	rents	from	the	lands	and	houses	to	
maintain,	support	and	promote	a	Charity	School	in	the	village	and,	
after	Trotter’s	death,	to	apply	the	Trust	(among	other	things)	to	pay	a	
schoolmaster	to	teach	twelve	poor	boys	chosen	by	the	Rector	from	
Graveley	(or	Toseland	if	short),	to	give	money	to	the	churchwardens	to	
buy	bread	for	poor	inhabitants	who	attended	church,	and	to	buy	
religious	books	for	the	Rector	to	distribute	to	the	poor.		Henry	Trotter	
also,	in	his	Will	of	1766,	left	money	to	augment	the	stipend	of	the	
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Rector,	a	lump	sum	to	some	charities,	and	his	library	of	1400	books	for	
the	use	of	his	successors	and	the	neighbouring	clergy.		However,	when	
the	new	Rectory	was	built	in	Church	Lane	in	1966	there	was	no	room	
for	the	books	and	so,	as	they	are	of	considerable	antiquarian	interest,	
they	were	placed	instead	in	the	library	of	the	University	of	London		
where	they	could	be	more	easily	consulted	by	scholars	researching	the	
period.	
	
Meantime,	as	was	required	for	the	Trust,	John	Waller	was	admitted	to	
the	Charity	lands	in	1767,	paying	a	‘fine’	of	£26.5s.0d.		Sadly,	as	the	
trusteeship	was	inherited	by	later	generations	of	Wallers,	their	
successive	‘fines’	became	a	significant	drain	on	the	income	of	the	
Charity;	on	top	of	which,	when	the	Graveley	Enclosures	took	place	in	
1805	the	Trustees	incurred	large	costs	for	legal	fees	and	fencing;	and	
each	year	the	Charity	got	further	into	debt.		By	1845	things	were	so	
bad	that	it	became	necessary	to	bring	a	suit	in	Chancery	against	the	
Waller	family,	who	by	then	had	ceased	to	show	any	interest	in	the	
Charity	land,	if	they	were	not	actually	misappropriating	the	rents,	and	
thus	it	was	that	the	Rector	of	Graveley	became	a	joint	Trustee	of	the	
Charity	together	with	the	Master	and	Fellows	of	Jesus	College.	
	
Times	change,	and	the	rules	for	the	Trust	were	brought	up	to	date	by	
the	Charity	Commissioners	in	1907	and	1930.		Then,	mindful	that	the	
village	school	had	closed	in	1961,	the	Commissioners	approved	a	
further	scheme	in	1993	under	which	part	of	the	fund	was	given	to	Ely	
Diocese	for	the	religious	educational	purposes	which	Trotter	had	had	
in	mind,	and	the	rest	was	retained	for	the	Trustees	to	use	in	Graveley	
church	and	village	for	educational	purposes	and	to	give	some	support	
to	the	needy	and	elderly.		Thus	it	is	that,	after	all	these	years,	Henry	
Trotter’s	heritage	lives	on.		Henry	Trotter	was	succeeded	by	the	Rev	
Wicksteed,	who	also	lived	in	Graveley,	worked	very	hard	and	carried	
on	Trotter’s	good	work.		There	were	then	a	succession	of	absentee	
Rectors	and	the	state	of	the	Church,	the	school	and	the	glebe	lands	was	
such	that	the	Master	and	Fellows	of	Jesus	College	complained	about	it	
to	the	Bishop	of	Ely.	
	
In	1853	the	Rev	Parker	Birkett	became	Rector.		He	was	most	energetic	
and	worked	very	hard	for	twenty-seven	years	in	the	parish.		He	
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became	Rural	Dean,	and	was	made	a	Canon	in	1874.		He	had	formerly	
been	a	Fellow	and	Tutor	of	Jesus	College	and	also	an	assistant	master	
at	Harrow	school.		A	report	of	his	death	in	the	Cambridge	Chronicle6	
says	that	he	was	highly	esteemed	in	the	diocese	and	a	fitting	tribute	
was	paid	to	his	zeal	and	usefulness	in	the	parish,	diocese	and	the	
church	at	large.		He	was	responsible	for	the	rebuilding	of	the	Rectory	in	
1854	and	also	of	Rectory	Farmhouse	at	about	the	same	time.		He	also	
built	a	new	school.	
	
A	subsequent	notable	Rector	was	the	Rev	O.P.	Fisher,	who	was	Rector	
from	1905	to	1925.		He	was	a	tall	and	handsome	man	of	great	industry	
and	strong	character.		It	was	during	this	time	that	the	restoration	of	the	
church	was	completed	by	the	strengthening	of	the	tower,	and	the	
churchyard	extended.		Mr	Fisher	did	much	work	with	the	children	of	
the	village,	albeit	he	was	somewhat	autocratic	and	they	and	the	adults	
were	in	awe	of	him	-	he	is	said	to	have	seized	a	wedding	guest	by	the	
coat	collar	and	ejected	him	forcibly	for	smoking	in	the	church!	
	
Methodism	in	the	Village	
	
A	Methodist	Church	was	started	in	St.	Neots	in	1775	and	was	visited	
four	times	by	Wesley.		The	movement	used	itinerant	preachers	who	
spread	the	word	to	nearby	villages,	and	by	1813	there	was	a	class	of	
thirteen	in	Graveley.		That	number	rose	to	sixteen	by	1824	but	then	
dwindled	and	the	class	finally	came	to	an	end	by	1845.		However,	at	
about	the	same	time	the	Primitive	Methodists	became	active	locally;	a	
group	formed	in	Buckden	in	1845	and	by	1849	there	were	eighteen	
adherents	in	Graveley,	and	others	in	Toseland	and	Yelling.		In	Graveley,	
though,	there	were	only	eight	members	by	1862;	they	were	mainly	
labourers	and	poor	but	they	gained	the	support	of	Mr	Crow	of	Rectory	
Farm	who	built	a	chapel	for	them	to	rent	in	the	garden	of	‘White	
Cottage’	(which	was	next	to	the	present	No	52	High	Street	–	Talbot	
Cottage).		However,	when	he	died	in	1895	his	wife	wanted	to	sell	the	
property;	Mr	Anthony,	a	prominent	Methodist	from	Toseland	where	
there	was	a	strong	chapel,	offered	a	plot	of	land	for	a	replacement	

	
6	Cambridge Chronicle, June 19th  1880	
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chapel	in	Graveley,	but	the	Quarterly	Meeting	would	not	agree	and	
when,	in	1907,	Mrs	Crow	did	make	the	sale,	neither	the	local	members	
nor	the	Circuit	could	raise	the	money	to	buy	it	and	the	building	was	
lost	to	them.		They	then	held	services	in	member’s	houses	until	1910	
after	which,	for	some	years,	they	held	‘Camp	Meetings’	once	a	year	in	
the	grounds	of	Rookery	Farm	(now	Setchell	Close,	and	alongside	the	
church)	very	much	to	the	annoyance	of	the	then	Rector	who	approved	
neither	of	that	or	them!		Eventually	those	Camp	Meetings,	too,	came	to	
an	end,	leaving	the	chapel	at	Toseland	as	the	only	place	of	Methodist	
worship	in	the	immediate	locality.		The	erstwhile	chapel	at	Graveley	
was	later	acquired	by	the	Parish	Meeting	for	use	as	a	reading	room;	it	
was	subsequently	sold	on	to	a	private	owner,	and	is	now	wholly	
derelict.	
	
Royal	Air	Force	Graveley	
	
As	happened	in	many	villages	in	East	Anglia,	the	quiet	of	Graveley	was	
rudely	dispelled	for	the	duration	of	the	Second	World	War	when	an	
airfield	was	built	alongside,	and	no	history	of	the	village	would	be	
complete	without	some	record	of	those	days.	
	
In	1941	land	was	requisitioned	on	both	sides	of	the	Offord	Road,	
runways	and	buildings	were	hastily	constructed	and,	in	the	November,	
the	airfield	was	opened.		At	first	it	was	a	satellite	of	No	138	Squadron	
of	Tempsford	and	was	used	by	Wellington	and	Lysander	aircraft	on	
clandestine	Special	Operations	Executive	operations	supporting	the	
Resistance	organisations	on	the	continent,	though	on	31st	May	1942	it	
was	pressed	into	use	as	a	base	for	Stirling	aircraft	taking	part	in	the	
first	thousand	bomber	raid.		Then,	in	August	1942,	the	airfield	became	
the	home	of	No	35	Squadron	who	flew	Halifax	aircraft	and	were	part	of	
the	newly	formed	Pathfinder	Force.		Their	job	was	to	lead	the	way	on	
bombing	raids	and	mark	the	targets	accurately	so	that	the	main	force	
could	drop	their	bombs	more	effectively	-	a	job	that	called	for	great	
technical	skill	and	accuracy	in	navigation,	and	much	courage.	
	
35	Squadron	flew	on	their	first	raid	from	Graveley	in	the	August,	and	
during	the	remainder	of	that	year	flew	against	targets	as	varied	as	Kiel,	
Cologne,	Hamburg,	Turin	and	Milan.		In	January	1943	they	took	part	in	
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the	first	raid	on	Berlin	and	subsequently	against	St	Nazaire,	Dortmund	
and	Peenemunde	together	with	more	attacks	on	Berlin.		They	re-
equipped	with	Lancaster	aircraft	in	March	1944	and	were	at	that	time	
joined	at	Graveley	by	No	692	Squadron,	flying	Mosquito	aircraft	which,	
though	light,	were	being	modified	to	carry	the	large	4,000	lb.	bomb;	
and	the	first	raid	using	those	bombs	was	made,	against	Berlin,	by		
	
	

	
	
	
aircraft	from	the	village.		After	the	Allied	invasion	of	Europe	in	June	
1944,	aircraft	from	Graveley	were	used	to	support	the	army	in	
Normandy	and,	at	the	beginning	of	1945,	692	Squadron	were	sent	to	
Dresden	to	support	the	Red	Army	as	well	as	continuing	to	bomb	Berlin;	
35	Squadron,	meanwhile,	continued	their	attacks	on	Germany	and	also	
dropped	food	supplies	to	the	people	in	Holland	and	medical	supplies	to	
prisoner	of	war	camps	in	Germany.	
	
The	last	operational	sortie	by	35	Squadron	was	on	the	night	of	25th	
April	1945	and	the	last	by	692	Squadron	on	the	night	of	2nd	May	1945.	
By	VE	Day	on	8th	May	1945	a	total	of	310	operations	had	been	
mounted	from	Graveley	and	in	all	150	aircraft	from	the	two	squadrons	
had	been	lost;	83	Halifaxes,	32	Lancasters	and	35	Mosquitos.		A	heavy	
price,	and	almost	all	the	crews	were	so	very	young.	
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No	692	Squadron	finally	left	Graveley	in	June	1945	and,	after	the	end	of	
the	war,	No	35	Squadron	went	on	a	goodwill	mission	to	the	U.S.A.	and	
was	then	redeployed	to	Scampton	in	Lincolnshire.		The	station	closed	
as	an	operational	base	in	September	1946;	it	was	used	for	a	time	as	a	
relief	landing	ground	for	training	aircraft	from	Oakington	but	finally	
closed	in	1968	and	the	land	was	returned	to	agricultural	use.	
Throughout	the	war	there	were	many	instances	of	great	heroism	and	
narrow	escapes	by	Graveley	aircrew	but,	sadly,	several	hundred	young	
men	were	killed	flying	from	the	village.		They	are	commemorated	by	
memorials	in	Graveley	and	Offord	churches	and,	as	a	further	public	
reminder	of	their	sacrifice,	the	Graveley	village	sign	shows	a	Lancaster	
bearing	the	markings	of	one	which	crashed	at	Great	Paxton	on	
Christmas	Eve	1944.	
	
In	passing,	it	is	worth	noting	that	it	was	at	Graveley	that	the	fog	
dispersal	system	‘FIDO’	was	first	introduced.		There	were	petrol	
burners	fifty	yards	each	side	of	the	runway	and,	when	needed,	they	
were	lit	and	the	heat	dispersed	the	fog.		The	first	test	of	FIDO	was	
made	in	February	1942;	unfortunately,	the	local	fire	brigade	had	not	
been	forewarned	and	so,	seeing	the	blaze,	fire	engines	from	St.	Neots	
dashed	to	the	scene!		In	the	event,	the	equipment	was	used	in	anger	for	
the	first	time	in	the	November	when	four	Halifax	bombers	were	landed	
safely,	and	altogether	the	system	saved	103	aircraft.	
	
As	might	be	expected,	the	airfield	had	many	important	visitors.	King	
George	VI	and	Queen	Elizabeth	came	in	February	1944	and	were	given	
a	demonstration	of	FIDO,	and	the	Duchess	of	Kent	came	soon	
afterwards.		Another	distinguished	visitor	was	His	Highness	the	Jam	
Sahib	of	Nawanagar,	who	came	in	October	1942	as	the	representative	
of	the	Madras	Presidency	(who	had	adopted	35	Squadron	and	paid	for	
some	of	the	aircraft);	he	made	a	short	speech,	finishing	with	the	word	
‘Agla’.	No	one	knew	what	that	meant,	but	it	became	a	superstition	of	
the	Squadron	that	every	plane	should	have	‘Agla’	painted	on	it	for	good	
luck.	
	
The	Station	accommodated	some	2300	airmen	and	300	airwomen.	
Understandably,	the	coming	of	these	many	young	men	and	women	had	
an	effect	on	the	village.		Although	there	were	a	NAAFI	and	other	
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recreational	facilities	on	the	station,	the	Three	Horseshoes	was	very	
busy!		Several	couples	were	married	in	the	church	-	including	an	
Australian	airman	and	a	WAAF	who	were	married	hastily	at	the	end	of	
the	war	when	he	was	returned	briefly	from	POW	Camp,	having	been	
shot	down	over	Germany.		They	were	given	a	reception	in	the	then	
Rectory	before	he	was	returned	to	Australia	in	a	hospital	ship.	She	
followed	him	there,	and	in	about	1980	they	both	came	back	to	see	the	
village	and	church	once	more!	
	
Little	trace	of	the	airfield	remains,	just	parts	of	the	perimeter	track,	
and	the	air	traffic	control	tower	which	is	now	part	of	Cotton	Farm	
House.		A	few	of	the	airfield	buildings	on	the	northern	side	of	Offord	
Road	can	still	be	seen	but	they	are	now	rather	dilapidated	and	are	used	
as	stores.	The	WAAF	quarters	were	on	the	other	side	of	the	village,	
where	Papworth	Road	turns	away	to	the	east	(the	authorities	were	not	
entirely	naive!)	but	the	concrete	base	of	one	hut	is	all	that	now	
remains.		Soon,	all	physical	traces	will	be	gone,	and	it	will	be	difficult	to	
believe	that	Graveley	was	once	full	of	Air	Force	blue	uniforms,	and	that	
every	night	the	villagers	heard	the	roar	of	heavily	laden	aircraft	taking	
off;	and	hopefully	heard	the	same	number	coming	back.	
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