
 

 

Draft until signed  
Minutes of Graveley Parish Council (GPC) Meeting 

Thursday 5th March 2020 at 7.30pm, Graveley Village Hall 
 

Present: K McConnell (KM) (Chair), W Walker (WW) (Councillor), A Carver (AC) (Councillor), P Wood 

Attending: S Etherington-Meech (SEM) (Parish Clerk/RFO), L Abbott (LA) (Village Hall Representative), 

3 members of the public 

1. To Accept Apologies for Absence 
Cllr S Fairclough (Parish Councillor), Cllr M Smith (County Councillor), Cllr M Howell (District 
Councillor) 

2. To Accept Parish Councillors Declarations of Interest for Matters on the Agenda 
No declarations of interest were declared. 

3. To Agree to hold a Public Forum 
The only item raised by the public was the poor state of Manor Farm footpath, the path is broken, the 
bank/verge is starting to grow over the path and a wall along the path is leaning. Action – KM to 
report to James Broder at Highways. 

4. To Approve the Minutes of Meeting held on Thursday 30th January 2020 
The minutes were signed by the chairman as a true and accurate copy of the meeting. 

5. Matters Arising from the Minutes, Report of any actions and Resolutions from last meeting (See 
Appendix 1) 

a. It is believed that some streetlights are now working. Action – KM to check streetlights 
b. To be discussed under Item 9. d) 
c. It was advised that no update has yet been received – ongoing issue 
d. KM advised he did email Dennis Vacher regarding this item, although, no response has been 

received. Further ditch clearance is to be carried out and this will be raised at that time. 
e. KM advised he received correspondence from Jolliffe Daking confirming the village hall 

maybe able to get the minimum E energy rating if insultation is put in the roof and lights 
bulbs are replaced. DEMAT are to contact KM to arrange a time for an approved contractor 
to inspect the village hall and provide a quotation for works – ongoing issue. 

f. Ongoing issue – ideas include improvement to the village setting, VE day celebrations, 
production of the village history in leaflet form, KM has gained a quote for printing this - 
£100.00 for 100 copies although KM suggested that 150 were printed in order to have extras 
for the parish VE day celebration. All councillors agreed the printing of 150 leaflets. Action – 
KM to provide an updated version of the village history for circulation and comments before 
production of the leaflets. 

g. This is an ongoing issue although AC advised that there is no leak at present although it will 
need to be measured and a new mixer installed eventually. 

h. KM advised that he requested an article in the newsletter for this item and is happy to 
source some signage for erection to see if the dog waste issue improves. 

i. This item is ongoing as the clerk needs to investigate the best option for being able to 
purchase a new laptop. Action – Clerk to contact Unity Bank for purchasing options. 

j. The deadline has for this consultation expired and no response from the landowner was 
received. 

k. Clerk advised that a 1-year fixed contract for the water supply and a 2-year fixed rate for the 
electricity for the village hall have been signed. RESOLVED. 

6. To Accept a Report from County and District Councillors 
No reports were received, however, Cllr M Smith (County Councillor) had advised before the meeting 
that she has requested an update on the drainage at Duck End and at the pond near the High Street, 
she also advised that she has not yet had a decision following the LHI application panel meeting. 

7. To Discuss Planning Matters 
a. Applications received for consideration  

i. S/0136/20/FL - Winrowe Barn, Offord Road, Graveley PE19 6PP – Two single 
storey rear extensions (resubmission of planning application S/3617/19/FL) – 
Extension given till 6th March 2020 



 

 

A member of the public was in attendance to advise GPC of his objection to this 
application. The public stated that the objection to this application is similar to the 
objection submitted before Christmas and although the only difference is that it is 
not a two-storey extension it is still the same size and height and the scale will have 
an overbearing nature and damage to the neighbouring Grade 2 listed properties. 
The public advised that there have been continual applications for this property 
with this is the fourth application in four months and applications keep being 
withdrawn and resubmitted and they strongly object to this. KM highlighted that 
SCDC did give advice to the applicant for a single storey not two storey extension 
although it appears the extension is the same size. GPC councillors unanimously 
objected to this application and agreed for the comments submitted for 
S/3617/19/FL to be resubmitted for this application with a note advising that the 
scale of the extension does not appear to have changed. RESOLVED. Action – Clerk 
to resubmit objection and comments from S/3617/19/FL to planning. 

b. Decisions received from South Cambs District Council  
i. S/3653/19/DC – Duck End Farm, Offord Road, Graveley PE19 6PP – Discharge of 

numerous conditions – 1, 2, 3, 4, 8 and 9 - Refused 
8. Village Hall – see Appendix 1 for ongoing issues 

See Item 5. e) – await survey of works to be carried out 
9. Matters for discussion/correspondence received 

a. To discuss email from Brian Hefferman regarding watercourse and public bridleway no. 4 – 
flooding issues. 
Ongoing as discussed under Item 5.c) – Action – KM to chase 

b. To discuss the outcome of the rearranged LHI application panel meeting  
WW advised that he attended the meeting and made a presentation and it is now a matter 
of waiting for the outcome and decision from the panel meeting, a decision is expected this 
month. 

c. To discuss VE day celebrations for the parish including funding for magician attendance 
KM advised that a small committee has formed for the VE day celebrations, confirming the 
committee is not linked to the parish council. He advised the committee circulated a flyer to 
the village advising of the idea for a street party and some kind of memorial. KM advised GPC 
that a member of the committee has approached GPC to ask if they would consider 
contributing £175.00 towards the hiring of a magician for a family magic show on VE day. KM 
proposed that GPC support the hiring of the magician, PW seconded, and all councillors 
agreed. KM advised that GPC should consider a maximum budget towards the event and all 
councillors agreed a maximum budget of £750.00. 

d. To discuss the urgency of pond clearance and works carried out 
KM advised that there are two ponds now in the village that require clearing and tomorrow 
the pond at the T junction of Toseland Road and the High Street is going to finally be 
dredged. Ben Cornell a resident in the parish has provided the most competitive quote of 
£2,500 to dredge the pond with a grabber lorry. Highways are aware of the project and 
although you don’t need traffic management when using a grabber lorry, highways have 
stated that they would expect highways management (i.e. lights) because the lorry will be 
stationery on each loading and cars will be coming from three different directions. This has 
been estimated at a maximum cost of £400.00 bringing the expected total of the works to 
approximately £2,900.00. GPC have requested that confirmation is provided by Dick Searle 
that waste disposal has been carried out correctly. Another quotation was received for 
£5250.00 with using a grabber lorry and an alternative and much more expensive option 
through pumping was given for £8,000.00 plus. The third contractors (Lattenbury Services) 
had failed to provide a quotation. GPC unanimously agreed to proceed with the Ben Cornell 
quotation and works are to commence 6th March 2020. 
PW queried if the other pond that is an issue could also be dredged on 6th March 2020, KM 
advised that this was not possible as traffic management has to be prearranged. However, 
KM advised that the other pond has been allocated to Highways as there is a blockage under 
the road, Highways are to advise KM of a date for works to be carried out. A resident raised 
concern that their property could be affected with these works and would therefore 
appreciate being advised of the date when it will be carried out and to request sandbags in 



 

 

preparation. Action – KM to chase up these works with James Broder and Brian Hefferman 
and also to query when the blocked ditch in the parish that has involved enforcement will be 
carried out. 

e. To discuss and agree annual membership for Cambs ACRE - £57.00 
Clerk advised GPC that with the ongoing village hall issues CAPALC have advised that GPC 
contact Cambs ACRE as they specialise in this area, therefore, membership for their services 
is strongly recommended. GPC were unanimously in favour to join Cambs ACRE and to pay 
the membership fee of £57.00. Action – Clerk to pay fee and submit membership form. 

f. To discuss the purchase of the defibrillator housing for £495.00 plus VAT 
The Three Horseshoes previously raised funds for the purchase of a defibrillator and GPC 
have agreed to purchase housing for £495.00 plus VAT. Action – KM to send clerk over the 
link to order the defibrillator housing with delivery to the Three Horseshoes. 

g. Cllr S Fairclough – booked on councillor training day Saturday 4th July 2020 
All councillors agreed to Cllr Fairclough’s attendance at this training day. 

h. Great British Spring Clean Email 
KM has registered Graveley for the Great British Spring Clean and proposed the 29th March 
2020 as the day for it to be carried out. 

i. Accessibility statement required for the website by September 2020 
It was agreed that the clerk is to arrange for this to be drafted and added before September 
2020. 

j. To discuss correspondence received from SCDC and Fews Lane Consortium in relation to 
the planning delegation scheme at SCDC – to discuss if comments are to be submitted  
GPC unanimously agreed that they did not want to submit comments in relation to this. 

k. To discuss email received from Highways re: LHI applications for 2021/22 and change of 
application window – consider ideas for this period 
Clerk explained that a proposal is being submitted to committee in March 2020 and that if 
passed the window for 20/21 applications will be brought forward to 01/04/20 – 31/05/20 so 
consideration of ideas to be submitted must be considered soon. GPC agreed that if the 
proposal submitted for 20/21 is not approved than it should be resubmitted, however, if it is 
approved then a full assessment of the parish should be requested. Action – PW to deal with 
this item  

l. A428 Black Cat to Caxton Gibbett – Eastern Area Community Forum – 18th March 2020 – 
Cllr Wood to attend 
PW advised that he will be attending this forum on behalf of GPC and will feedback once he 
has attended. 

m. To discuss participation in the Cambs ACRE community buildings survey – deadline end of 
March 2020 
The clerk explained that this process involves answering over 100 questions and could take a 
minimum of an hour and would need to be completed with LA as questions such as hall 
bookings would need to be completed. Completion of the survey could assist with future 
grant applications so GPC agreed it would be beneficial for GPC to complete the survey by 
the end of March. Action – KM and LA to complete online survey 

10. Consultation 
a. Local Enforcement Plan for Minerals and Waste Development in Cambridgeshire – 

26/02/20 – 08/04/20 
GPC unanimously agreed that they did not want to make any comments on this consultation. 

11. Finance and Policy 
a. To accept account review to date and bank reconciliation  

The finance spreadsheet and bank reconciliation (Appendix 2) were circulated to all 
councillors before the meeting and no issues were raised. KM signed the bank reconciliation 
and bank statements for January and February 2020. 

b. To advise of payments received - None received 
c. To approve the following payments to hand 

i. Clerks Salary (Period 11) - £214.76 (paid by standing order 28/02/20) - All 
councillors agreed payment RESOLVED – Local Government Act (LGA) 1972, s.112. 

ii. Clerks Overtime/Expenses (Period 11) – £84.54 - All councillors agreed payment 
RESOLVED- LGA 1972, s.112. 



 

 

iii. CAPALC – Affiliation Fee for 20/21 - £171.62 or £221.62 with the DPO scheme 
included - All councillors agreed payment RESOLVED – LGA 1972, s. 143. 

iv. E.On Energy – Village Hall Electricity - £36.99 (to be taken by DD 24/02) - All 
councillors agreed payment – LGA 1972, s.133 

v. This payment was agreed at Item 9. e) – Cambs ACRE – Membership Fee - £57.00 – 
All councillors agreed payment RESOLVED – LGA 1972, s.143. 

12. To accept notices and matter for the next agenda 
13. Date and time of next meeting – Thursday 23rd April 2020 (TBC) 

It was agreed that although KM is unable to attend this date it will still go ahead. 
 
EXCLUSION OF THE PUBLIC AND PRESS 
That in view of the confidential nature of the business about to be transacted, it is advisable in the public interest that the public and 
press be excluded, and they are instructed to withdraw, Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) Act 1960. 
 

There were no items to be discussed that excluded the public and press 
 
Meeting closed at 8.23pm 

 
Appendix 1 

 
GRAVELEY PARISH COUNCIL 

ACTION LIST FROM MEETING HELD ON 30/01/2020 
 

a. Progress/update of streetlights that are not working - ongoing MS/KM 

b. Quotes for pond clearance – ongoing SF/KM 

c. Brian Hefferman (CCC) clarification of land ownership - ongoing KM/MS 

d. Email to Dennis Vacher re: muck clear away after works KM 

e. Village Hall – Insurance/EPC/Lease/Improvements Quote/leaky roof - ongoing SEM/KM 

f. Cotton Farm Wind Farm – Community Benefit Fund – village circulation for ideas 
- ongoing 

KM 

g. Purchase and installation of a new mixer for the village hall kitchen AC 

h. Investigation into signs for deterrence and prevention of dog waste in parish & 
note in parish newsletter - ongoing 

KM 

i. Three quotations for a new parish council laptop - ongoing SEM 

j. Greater Cambridge Consultation deadline 24/02/20 – WW draft response/KM 
contact landowner re: future development – EXPIRED DEADLINE 

WW/KM 

k. Contract renewal for electricity (E.On) and water (Cambridge Water Service) for 
village hall/electricity usage query with E.On - RESOLVED 

SEM 

 
 
 

 

 


