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Thanks to everyone in the village for your support during the year. It is an honour to be your 
representative, and as always I am happy to assist if you have an issue with the District Council.  
South Cambridgeshire District Council is one of several layers of local government and sits 
between the Parish and County levels.  
Until last May my Conservative group ran the administration of the council, but since then we 
have been in opposition. We left office with nearly £7 million in general reserves, having coped 
well with the financial crisis a decade ago, and the subsequent reduction in funding from central 
government without encountering major problems or having to make drastic cuts in services, 
and with only modest rises in Council Tax. 
It is important for civic governance that we play a constructive role in bringing the new 
administration to account, opposing their decisions where mistakes are being made, but 
supporting those aspects where we agree that the right decisions are being made. I want to do 
what is in the best interests of the village and the wider district and hope that the organisation 
can remain in good shape. 
The current administration has embarked on a major and radical overhaul of the organisation, 
having brought in an outside firm of management consultants to provide recommendations for 
its future strategy and direction. I prefer to operate on the principle that "if it ain't broke, don't 
fix it". South Cambs has for a long time been a highly efficient and well-run authority, and there 
is as much scope for damage to the organisation as there is for improvement. 
Environment 
This is one area where my group can work co-operatively with the current administration. We 
all supported a motion late last year for the District to become zero carbon by 2050. Far from 
coming at an economic cost, I believe that this initiative will encourage new technologies, 
boosting efficiency, innovation and entrepreneurship. It will also make us healthier, as Diesel 
fumes are a major cause of cancer, heart disease and dementia. 
SCDC has just launched a Zero Carbon Communities grant scheme. It will provide funds for local 
groups to spend on ambitious activities that reduce carbon emissions and reliance on fossil 
fuels – as well as helping communities spread awareness and promote behaviour change 
towards low carbon lifestyles. 
As a result, this summer community groups will be invited to bid for grants of between £1,000 
and £15,000 each. These funds will be able to be spent on projects such as: 
• Energy-saving improvements to community buildings, such as insulation, secondary glazing, 
energy efficient lighting, battery storage for solar panels or other low carbon energy generation 
measures 
• Community energy projects: solar panels, wind turbines and battery storage 
• Electric vehicle charging points which the community could use 
• Purchase of an electric vehicle for community use 
• Community tree planting, to absorb carbon and increase biodiversity 
• Community schemes to scale the "circular economy" (food, fashion, waste, travel) 
• Cycle paths and stands 
• Projects that tackle fuel poverty 
• Simple proposals such as cycle racks at bus stops or drinking fountains to encourage the use of 
reusable water bottles 
A total of just over £90,000 is being made available for the scheme for 2019/20. The money 
comes from business rates from renewable energy sites in South Cambs that are retained by the 
Council and earmarked for use in green initiatives. 
Transport 



Work continues on the A14 upgrade, which so far seems to be on track for completion. There 
have been inconveniences, and no doubt there will be more to cope with until then, but 
hopefully the new road will be worth the wait. 
The local road parallel to the A14 has been designated an extension to the A1307, and the first 
section northbound from Huntingdon Road to the new roundabout on Oakington Road in Dry 
Drayton, has recently opened, and work continues on the southbound route. 
During the works, and during the preceding period when the A14 has been operating at 
capacity, blockages and congestion have been one of the causes of rat-running through our 
villages. The additional lanes on the A14 to carry the long-distance traffic, combined with a 
parallel local road, will make this disruption much less likely in the future.  
Housing 
The Council maintains a social housing portfolio consisting of 5,225 properties. Last March 
there were only 49 households in temporary accommodation, and staff work hard to help 
people avoid becoming homeless. During their last report period, they replaced 283 boilers, 
installed loft insulation in 507 properties and replaced 115 bathrooms and 114 kitchens. 
However, the average house price in South Cambridgeshire is more than £441,500, almost 11 
times the average income for a resident, so there is still an enormous need to help people 
squeezed out of the housing market. 
The Council set up a private company, Ermine Street Housing in order to boost its activities in 
the rental sector. In November 2015, the Council decided to expand the business further by 
investing £100 million over 5 years to buy an additional 500 properties. In 2017-18, Ermine 
Street Housing brought in £1.4 million per annum as it continues to invest in market housing for 
rent. 
Planning 
In September last year, both South Cambridgeshire District and Cambridge City Councils both 
had their Local Plans approved. These cover the period to 2031. It took the Planning 
Inspectorate (a national body) quite a number of years to decide that the plans are "sound". 
Nonetheless, it is quite a major milestone that the plan has been approved, as Graveley is only 
distantly affected by the major developments contained in it, and although we are always at risk 
of inappropriate developments coming forward, the likelihood of appeals to the Planning 
Inspectors being granted on the basis of an inadequate land supply is no longer the major 
concern that it was. 
Preparations have already started for the following Local Plan, which will extend beyond 2031. 
There is always the danger that developers will propose major new developments near our 
village for that plan, and we must remain vigilant. 
Cllr Nick Wright 
 


