
 

 

January 2019 parish e-bulletin – news and information from South Cambridgeshire District 

Council 

 

Welcome to the latest parish e-bulletin. As in every edition, this one includes information that parish 

councils may want to discuss, important notices we want you to be aware of, as well as news from 

around the district. 

 

1) Community Chest Grants 

Since the Community Chest re-opened at the beginning of October, there have been a number of 

awards made to local groups.  The decisions can be found on our website: 

• November 2018 - http://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=10937  

• December 2018 - http://scambs.moderngov.co.uk/ieDecisionDetails.aspx?ID=10961   

 

The Grants Advisory Committee remains keen to receive applications that help to build a sense of 

community, and those that work to reach people who are lonely or socially isolated. Further details will 

be available at www.scambs.gov.uk/communitychest  

 

Contact: Ryan Coetsee on ryan.coetsee@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713461 

 

2) Community Resilience Event (agenda attached to email that parish e-bulletin was sent by) 

A Community Resilience Event will be held from 9am on Saturday 9 March 2019 in The Chamber at 

South Cambs Hall, Cambourne, CB23 6EA. It is a two-part event for parish, district and county 

Councillors. 

Part 1: What can you and your community do to improve community safety and resilience?  

Part 2: Unauthorised Encampments 

Please see attached agenda to find out all details including how to register for the event. 

 

Contact: partnerships@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713254 

 

3) Fitness MOTs for over 65-year olds 

To try and help reduce the number of people aged 65 and above ending up in hospital after a fall, we 

are offering free fitness MOTs for residents of that age group. Four of the sessions have taken place 

already and there are two more (in Melbourn and Bassingbourn) to come in early February. At each 

session, there will be set of simple tests done to help highlight how likely a person is to fall. If they show 
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a person is likely to have a fall, practical advice on how to reduce this risk will be available. Grants that 

are available from the District Council, that could help prevent a fall at home, include Disabled Facilities 

Grants to pay for home adaptations such as grab rails, walk-in showers and ramps. 

 

Find out more here: www.scambs.gov.uk/community/keeping-you-healthy-in-later-life/  

 

Contact: Ellen Bridges on ellen.bridges@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713294 

 

4) Bank holiday bin collection changes 

Here is advance notice from our waste team of the Easter and May Day 2019 bin collections and how 

they will be altered due to bank holidays. 

 

Usual day Revised day 

Good Friday 19 April Tue 23 April 

Easter Monday 22 April Wed 24 April 

Tue 23 April Thu 25 April 

Wed 24 April Fri 26 April 

Thu 25 April Sat 27 April 

Fri 26 April Mon 29 April 

Mon 29 April Tue 30 April 

Tue 30 April Wed 1 May 

Wed 1 May Thu 2 May 

Thu 2 May Fri 3 May 

Fri 3 May Sat 4 May 

Mon 6 May Tue 7 May 

Tue 7 May Wed 8 May 

Wed 8 May Thu 9 May 

Thu 9 May Fri 10 May 

Fri 10 May Sat 11 May 

Mon 13 May Back to normal 

 

Other bank holidays: 

Collections following bank holiday Mondays (27 May and 26 August) will take place one day later than 

normal, with Friday’s collections taking place on Saturdays.  
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Residents can view their personalised bin collection calendar by putting in their postcode at 

www.scambs.gov.uk/bins/find-your-bin-collection-day/  

 

Contact: refuse@scambs.gov.uk or 03450 450063 

 

5) Additional green bin charge 

From April, we’re introducing a charge for residents who want to have more than one green bin 

collected. This will be £35 per year for each additional standard-size bin and covers collections for the 

entire year. The first green bin will remain free. Residents will be able to sign-up and pay from Monday 

(4 February). Currently, around 2,300 households in South Cambridgeshire have more than one green 

bin, out of around 66,000 households in total. Please see here for more information: 

www.scambs.gov.uk/bins/faqs-additional-green-bin-collections/ 

 

Contact: refuse@scambs.gov.uk or 03450 450063 

 

6) Greater Cambridge Local Plan - Call for sites consultation 

South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City Council will be starting preparation of a new 

joint Local Plan in 2019, as set out in the joint adopted Greater Cambridge Local Development 

Scheme. As an early stage of plan making, we want to know about potential sites or broad locations for 

development. 

 

The Government requires Local Planning Authorities to conduct a ‘Call for Sites’ exercise as a key 

component of the Strategic Housing and Economic Land Availability Assessment to inform policies in 

the new Local Plan for housing, employment and other uses. 

 

We are proposing to carry out our Call for Sites from 11 February for six weeks.  During the 

consultation period we will provide a form that seeks information we need for a site to be put forward 

for assessment. More information will appear on the Council’s website: 

www.scambs.gov.uk/gclpcallforsites  

 

Deadline for submitting sites is 5pm on Monday 25 March 2019.   

 

Contact: planningpolicy@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713 183 
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7) North East Cambridge Area Action Plan – Issues and Options Consultation 

The North East Cambridge Area Action Plan (AAP) will guide development in the area west of the new 

Cambridge North station, and includes the Science Park area. (This plan was formerly known as the 

Cambridge Northern Fringe East AAP.) It is being prepared jointly by both South Cambridgeshire 

District Council and Cambridge City Council. 

 

We want your views about opportunities for development of the area west of the new Cambridge North 

Station, together with Cambridge Science Park. Our plans explore how this area could be transformed 

into a pedestrian and cycle friendly district, creating the opportunity for thousands of new energy 

efficient homes and jobs, all supported by new community and leisure facilities, shops, and green 

spaces. 

 

Our vision: ‘North East Cambridge will be a socially and economically inclusive, thriving, and low-

carbon place for innovative living and working; inherently walkable where everything is on your 

doorstep.’ 

 

We will be seeking your views on our Issues and Options Report. The public consultation will start on 

11 February for six weeks until 25 March 2019. For more information on this consultation please visit 

www.scambs.gov.uk/necaap  

 

Contact: northeast@cambridge.gov.uk or 01954 713 183 

 

8) Statement of Community Involvement 

South Cambridgeshire District Council and Cambridge City Council are preparing a joint Statement of 

Community Involvement (SCI) for Greater Cambridge which sets out how the councils will engage the 

public in the planning process. The SCI describes how the public, businesses and interest groups 

within the local authority areas can get involved in the creation of local planning policy and the planning 

application process aiming at shaping were we live, work and trade. This is essential to help improve 

understanding and openness of the planning process.  

 

The consultation on the draft SCI will give residents, businesses, parish councils, neighbourhood 

forums and other groups an opportunity to have a say in how they want to be involved in guiding the 

development of the City of Cambridge and the District of South Cambridgeshire. 

 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/necaap
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A six week consultation will take place from 11 February until 25 March 2019. More information will 

appear on the Council’s website: www.scambs.gov.uk/sci  

 

Contact: planningpolicy@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713 183 

 

9) Great Abington Former LSA Estate Neighbourhood Plan 

A referendum took place on Thursday 13 December 2018 for the Great Abington Former Land 

Settlement Association (LSA) Estate Neighbourhood Plan, following a successful independent 

examination. The Neighbourhood Plan was successful at its referendum: more than half (79.05%) of 

those that voted have voted in favour of SCDC using the Great Abington Former LSA Estate 

Neighbourhood Plan to help it decide planning applications in the neighbourhood area. 

 

SCDC will formally ‘make’ (adopt) the Neighbourhood Plan at the Council meeting on 21st February 

2019. It will become part of the development plan for South Cambridgeshire, giving it the same legal 

status as the Local Plan. The Neighbourhood Plan will be used when making decisions on planning 

applications within its area. This will be the first ‘made’ neighbourhood plan in South Cambridgeshire. 

 

To view the Neighbourhood Plan and its supporting documents, and further details on the referendum, 

visit our Great Abington Former LSA Estate Neighbourhood Plan webpage. 

 

Contact: Neighbourhood.planning@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713 183 

 

10) Cottenham Neighbourhood Plan 

Cottenham Parish Council submitted a draft Neighbourhood Plan for Cottenham to SCDC on 15 

January 2019, along with supporting documents. SCDC is responsible for all the remaining stages of 

making the Neighbourhood Plan and the Council has confirmed that the submitted Neighbourhood Plan 

and its supporting documents comply with all the relevant statutory requirements. 

 

The draft Cottenham Neighbourhood Plan sets out a range of planning policies which cover many 

issues that are considered important to the local community. This includes policies for conserving the 

village character; providing more housing; improving the amenities and facilities in the village and 

encouraging employment.  

 

http://www.scambs.gov.uk/sci
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SCDC is seeking your views on the Neighbourhood Plan before it is considered by an independent 

examiner, and if successful through examination would proceed towards a referendum. The Plan is 

available to view on SCDC’s Cottenham Neighbourhood Plan webpage.   

 

Comments can be submitted to SCDC between 9am on Monday 11 February and 5pm on Monday 25 

March 2019. 

 

Contact: Neighbourhood.planning@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713 183 

 

11) East West Rail 

We are urging communities to have their say on proposed routes that a new railway line between 

Cambridge and Oxford may take across South Cambridgeshire. Routes for consultation published 

earlier this week by East West Rail include options that could see a new station built near Cambourne 

or Bassingbourn. We recently issued a news release on this topic. You can read it here: 

www.scambs.gov.uk/communities-urged-to-have-their-say-on-cambridge-oxford-rail-link/  

 

To find out more about the Cambridge to Oxford railway proposals and routes for consultation, visit the 

East West Rail website: https://eastwestrail.co.uk/haveyoursay  

 

12) Fuel Poverty Awareness Day – Fri 15th February 

We will be marking Fuel Poverty Awareness Day again this year with some useful hints and tips on how 

to keep warm at winter, information about the Priority Services Register and how to register, along with 

other useful information. Don’t forget to find out where your nearest Communal Room is because they 

are there for you to use them, and they are heated with facilities for making hot drinks and the like. We 

know energy prices are increasing but we have been working on getting our properties insulated, 

heating upgraded to energy efficient systems, and windows and doors to triple glazing.  

 

Information leaflets will be available at the Council, Communal Rooms and our website 

www.scambs.gov.uk/housing where you then just need to click on Heating guides and Energy 

Efficiency. 

 

Contact: Charlotte Lowe on warm.homes@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713325 
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13) Time for a Cuppa 2019: Sunday 3 to Saturday 9 March 

Everyone loves the opportunity to catch up, reminisce and indulge. So why not pop the kettle on and 

share your favourite bakes while helping Dementia UK's specialist Admiral Nurses support more 

families!  We will be organising coffee mornings at various Communal Rooms where people can pop in 

for a cuppa and a catch up, and we will have information about where people can get support if 

needed, and things to do to keep the brain active!  So please look out for the posters. 

 

Contact: Charlotte Lowe on warm.homes@scambs.gov.uk or 01954 713325 

 

14) South Cambs Magazine 

The spring 2019 edition of South Cambs Magazine is now being prepared. The delivery for this edition 

runs from 25 February until 17 March. Thank you to parishes who have provided helpful information 

when delivery issues have been identified in the past. Please continue to encourage residents to flag 

any issues to Smart Distribution as soon as possible after the delivery window, which for this edition 

closes on 17 March. 

 

You can view an online edition of the latest edition of South Cambs Magazine here: 

www.scambs.gov.uk/the-council/south-cambs-magazine/  

 

Contact: scdc@smartdistribution.co.uk or 0800 6444 011 

 

15) Can you help stop people being scammed? 

Scams come in many forms; uninvited contact is received by email, letter, and telephone or in person 

making false promises to con victims out of money. The Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against 

Scams Partnership (CAPASP) is a new county-wide partnership of public, private and voluntary sector 

organisations committed to working together to stop scams and doorstep crime across the county. 

 

Here’s how you can help spot scams and stop them in five simple steps… 

1. Become a Friend Against Scams. Find out more at 

www.friendsagainstscams.org.uk/elearning/Cambridgeshire  

2. Print and display scams awareness posters 

3. Promote the online friends against scams training in your community 

4. Identify local Scam Champions 

5. Distribute scams awareness materials to the most vulnerable members of your community 

mailto:warm.homes@scambs.gov.uk
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There is more information available from the Cambridgeshire and Peterborough Against Scams 

Partnership website:  www.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/capasp  

 

Contact: Charlotte Homent, Community Protection Manager at Cambridgeshire County Council via 

charlotte.homent@cambridgeshire.gov.uk  

 

16) A message from Cambridgeshire Police 

In April 2018 Cambridgeshire Constabulary underwent a wholesale reorganisation, referred to as the 

“Local Policing review” or LPR. The community teams which previously covered Huntingdonshire, 

South Cambs, East Cambs and Cambridge City merged but continue to have local presence and focus 

led by a local Sergeant. These Geographical officers are supported by a larger enforcement team 

called “CAT”, the Community Action Team.   

  

The LPR has caused the Constabulary to review many of its processes, including how we engage with 

communities. Our previous commitment in South Cambs (providing seven quarterly panel meetings) is 

no longer something the Constabulary can maintain. For this reason, we have explored new ways to 

ensure we understand communities and residents can have their say on local police issues.   

  

Moving ahead the local teams, led in South Cambs by Sgts Jon Capes and Emma Hilson will 

undertake a new approach. 

• Closer working relationships with Parish representatives, District and County Councillors. This 

began in October with a full Council briefing to elected District representatives. Work will 

continue with a Parish workshop in March 2019. A key part of this is that we need Parishes to 

take a lead and ensure matters of serious concern are fed back to Police (directly to your local 

Sgt).  

• Online surveys commissioned on a quarterly basis (this includes a general and “youth specific” 

survey). Surveys will help local police teams gather views from a much larger audience 

including our minority and vulnerable communities. We recognise that some communities, the 

elderly for example, do not have direct access to online facilities. To ensure we are capturing 

the views of all our residents we will run separate more traditional forms of targeted 

engagement work to complement the online survey. 

• In partnership with Parish, District and County elected members, community meetings can be 

called where and when they are needed to discuss specific issues with the local police team. A 

http://www.cambridgeshireinsight.org.uk/capasp
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recent good example of this is in Willingham where police teams met with residents to address 

serious concerns about crime levels.  

• Where areas of serious concern are identified Police will, in partnership with other agencies, 

commission a public action plan, an example of which can be found here. 

• Your local team will commit to holding regular police surgeries three times a month.   

  

We believe this revised approach will help create stronger relationships with South Cambs residents. I 

do appreciate we are asking more of our elected members.  However, I believe you are the right people 

to speak for your communities. If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to get in contact. 


